West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

September 13, 2011
Members Present:  Scott Banas, Rina Cooper, Samantha Henningson, John Hershey, Brian Jones, Jeanne Matross, Jared Scharpen, Leo Viktora, James Sachs, Doug Hennes.
Guests: Jane McClure, Villager; Josh Williams, PED.
The meeting commenced at 6:38 pm.  The September 13 agenda was approved as submitted; the August 9, 2011 minutes were approved.  The minutes will be posted at www.wsnac.net.  

Rental housing moratorium update. 

The rental housing moratorium was adopted by the St. Paul City Council.  City Planner Josh Williams provided an update on the process involved with the initial housing study and the possible development of applicable legislation.  PED will hold an initial neighborhood “open house forum” on either October 18 or 25 at the Merriam Park Recreation Center.  At that time, they will bring forward a draft of potential legislation language for discussion and comment.  After the open house, they will edit the legislative language as appropriate before passing the document on to PED’s Neighborhood Planning Committee for further evaluation and action.  The Planning Committee will ultimately host for a formal public hearing before any proposed legislation would be passed on the PED for approval prior to sending it to the council for adoption.

Doug urged Josh and the city to expand the study area and to consider the fact that there are seven colleges/universities within a four-mile radius of St. Thomas, and some of them are experiencing similar neighborhood housing issues.  Josh indicated that though he was technically bound by the moratorium language to consider a specific study area, PED would take geographical boundaries into account as the process unfolds.
UST construction plans update.

 Due to time constraints, this item was once again deferred to a future meeting.
Liquor license update.
The 45-day comment period regarding the UST liquor license application expires Friday, September 16.   Doug indicated that nine citizens or organizations have provided “comment feedback” to city staff.

There will be a public hearing on Thursday, September 29 at 10:00 am in room 330 City Hall.  St. Paul liquor license staff will present its report.  The City Council’s legislative hearing officer will make a recommendation to the council, which could vote on the license as early as October 12.
WSNAC and the Union Park District Council both recommended that if UST receives a liquor license that the city restrict outdoor sales to Homecoming weekend in a location in either the Lower Quad or the John P. Monahan Plaza.  Doug responded that the university is already carrying out plans to sell beer prior to football games on the Plaza and did so without problems on September 3.  Beer is sold in a confined area, monitored by Public Safety officers, valid IDs are required for admission and fans are not allowed to leave the area with any beer.
 Housing subcommittee report.

Jeanne reported that the subcommittee is following up on the Louis Smith report and has been discussing ways to refine the Housing Buyback Program to make effective and strategic conversions with the remaining eleven houses.  She encouraged WSNAC members to attend the September subcommittee meeting where conversation on that topic will continue.

 

TPS&SR report.

Leo reported that some St. Paul police officers have been hesitant, due to lack of training, to use the Segway unit which Public Safety purchased last spring with WSNAC funds.  There may be times when the Segway is underutilized and there may be times when SPPD officers are not on duty that it could be used by Public Safety as a convenient method of transport and to keep it in good operating condition.  The subcommittee proposed that WSNAC approve Segway use by university Public Safety officers.

A Viktora/Hershey motion to approve Segway use by UST Public Safety officers and St. Paul police officers passed by unanimous vote.

Jim reported that his office is aware that the police have issued five Social Host and 13 Underage Consumption violation citations since the beginning of September.

Jim and Doug participated in a neighborhood litter clean-up with eight members of the Sigma Chi fraternity on Sunday morning, September 11.  The program will continue throughout the fall.
Jared Scharpen has placed 25 yard signs in the UST neighborhood with language that urges pedestrians to keep noise to a minimum.  Some signs are not in the ground where initially placed, but Jared will make an increased effort at communicating to tenants before placing the signs in the ground.  He obtained prior approval from property owners/landlords prior to placing the signs and plans to do “second round” of placements in early October.
New/other business.

Scott Banas’s co-chair term expired in September.  After careful consideration, Scott has decided not to run for another two-year term.  He nominated Rachel Westermeyer to serve a two-year term as WSNAC co-chair and David Redmond to serve a two-year term as co-chair of the Campus Development subcommittee.   A Banas/Viktora motion to that effect passed with unanimous approval.   

WSNAC expressed its gratitude to Scott for his years of faithful service.   He will remain as a member of the committee.

 The meeting adjourned at 8:13 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jared Scharpen
