West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

August 9, 2011
Members Present:  Scott Banas, Rina Cooper, Samantha Henningson, John Hershey, Jeanne Matross, David Redmond, Rachel Westermeyer.

Guests: Annie Johnson, Union Park District Council; Jane McClure, Villager.
The meeting commenced at 6:35 p.m.

The August 9 agenda was approved as submitted; the July 12, 2011 minutes were approved with two minor corrections.  The minutes will be posted at www.wsnac.net.  

Union Park District Council Restorative Justice Presentation
Annie Johnson of UPDC is interested adapting a recognized East Side restorative justice program to address student behavior in the St. Thomas vicinity.  College and university students who have received citations for offenses such as underage consumption or social host violations in this general area would be referred by the city attorney’s office to the program where students would appear before a panel of citizens who have, in the past, been victimized by “student crime” and have participated in the restorative justice panelist training. 
Johnson requested seed money to initiate a pilot program.  The committee expressed a strong interest in making a substantial commitment to funding a pilot program but would like other colleges, community councils or agencies also to provide financial support.  Ms. Johnson agreed to pursue additional funding, thanked WSNAC for expressing its willingness to offer support and agreed to return to a future WSNAC meeting.
Liquor License Update

St. Thomas has submitted its application to the city.  Public notification has been sent and the 45-day public comment period is open.  It will close on September 16.   A public hearing will be scheduled shortly after that time.
The WSNAC neighborhood caucus brought a series of recommendations to the meeting.  The caucus is not objecting to the various license conditions put forth by St. Thomas except for the desiring to limit the outdoor sale locations.  The wording of the specific recommendation appears below:

“UST may sell alcoholic beverages at the Homecoming weekend beer tent at either one of the following locations: Monahan Plaza or the lower academic quadrangle.  No other outdoor alcoholic beverage sales will be permitted.”
The caucus will, of course, expect the city and St. Thomas to conduct an annual review and reserves the right to request license modification should a violation or disruptive event occur. 
A Redmond/Westermeyer motion to forward the Neighborhood Caucus Recommendations to the city as the stated WSNAC position passed by a 5-0-1 vote.

The text of the caucus recommendations document will be kept as a matter of record.  

Housing Subcommittee Report
1. Jeanne moved approval of Housing subcommittee resolution #1:      
“That the West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee (WSNAC) support both the City of St. Paul Resolution 11-1406 requesting the Planning Commission conduct a zoning study on student housing in the area surrounding the University of St. Thomas and put into effect a moratorium on new student housing in the described area and Ordinance 11-70 which implements the Resolution. The Housing subcommittee further recommends that WSNAC representatives undertake an active role in the study authorized by the Resolution and the Ordinance and share with City staff the findings and data of the Louis Smith study and the study undertaken by WSNAC’s Campus Development subcommittee with respect to development of on-campus student housing.”

Samantha clarified some specifics of the moratorium ordinance wording that Jeanne raised.  Scott expressed his opinion that it is important for WSNAC to support councilmember Stark’s efforts and to work cooperatively with him and the planning commission to address the tipping point issue.   
Resolution #1 passed by a 6-0-1 vote, including Leo Viktora’s proxy vote.    
2. A Redmond/Matross motion requesting Scott Banas to communicate the WSNAC resolutions herein considered to city council passed by a 5-0-1 vote.
3. Jeanne moved approval of Housing subcommittee resolution #2:      
“That WSNAC acknowledges receipt of the Report by Smith Partners for its clients University of St. Thomas and WSNAC titled PARTNERSHIP FEASIBILITY STUDY (the Louis Smith Report). Further, that WSNAC agrees with the Findings and Conclusions in the Report and directs use of the Findings and Conclusions in the Report to address the issues raised in the Report and to initiate implementation of the Recommendations in the Report.”
John expressed the university’s concern in adopting the entire report, stating that the university, for example, did not wish to execute a “walk to work housing subsidy program” without substantial further review and consideration.
Resolution #2 passed by a 6-0-1 vote, including Leo Viktora’s proxy vote.    

4. Jeanne moved approval of Housing subcommittee resolution #3:      
“That WSNAC supports Recommendation No.1 [a] in the Louis Smith Report to refine the approach of the current Buyback Program to target the best use of resources for the Buyback Program by identifying for inclusion in the Buyback Program high priority, strategic acquisitions which will bring the greatest reward in stabilizing the neighborhood housing market”

John stated that St. Thomas does not want consider changes to Buyback Program until the completion of the current requirement.

Resolution #3 passed by a 6-0-1 vote, including Leo Viktora’s proxy vote.    
The text of the Housing subcommittee July 19 report and resolutions will be kept as a matter of record.  

Neighborhood Disturbance Initiatives
The university has begun implementing (and will continue to implement) the 2011-2012 plan which John described as “a working document.”
There was no new or other business.  The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair

