West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

July 12, 2011

Members Present: Scott Banas, Rina Cooper, Doug Hennes, Samantha Henningson, John Hershey, Brian Jones, Jeanne Matross, Russ Stark, Leo Viktora, Rachel Westermeyer.

Guests: Jane McClure, Villager; Dan Piper, Frederikson & Byron; Christine Rozek, St. Paul Department of Safety & Inspection.

The meeting commenced at 6:35 p.m.

The July 12 agenda was approved as submitted; the June 14, 2011 minutes were approved with one minor correction.  The minutes will be posted at www.wsnac.net.  

Liquor License Conditions

Doug summarized the City Council’s review of the liquor license ordinance change.   No public testimony was given at the July 5 public hearing.  The ordinance will have its final reading Wednesday, July 13.  Doug expects the council to approve the change at its July 15 meeting.  He plans to submit an application the week of July 18.

He anticipates that, once public notice is given, some citizen will request a public hearing on the St. Thomas application, which would occur in early- to mid-September.   The community councils have both reviewed the issue but have deferred on making a recommendation until the application is submitted.   Doug then clarified the university’s position on the specific license conditions.  

· No bar on campus.

· The city will now require a list of potential on-campus service locations; St. Thomas will submit the location list it presented in its June 7 “conditions draft.”

· St. Thomas will request service hours of 10am to midnight with the understanding that most will be mid afternoon to early evening with the exception of wedding receptions, which often run into the late evening.

· St. Thomas will apply for a seven-day permit, primarily because it wishes to use Sunday to accommodate the Listening House fund raising event.

· St. Thomas will request an unlimited frequency of sales since there have been no previous issues with these events and there are no current restrictions in place.

· St. Thomas will provide to WSNAC, at minimum, a detailed annual review of the numbers, types and sizes of events and does not anticipate a significant increase in the number of events.

Leo expressed concern over the number of outdoor locations, particularly the Fowler Veranda and the Morrison Plaza, which overlook the football field.  St. Thomas wants to retain flexibility of using the Fowler Veranda and the two Morrison patios if necessary. They have been used in the past for reunion and football booster groups.
Rina requested that “a supervisory clause” be added to the conditions to insure proper event oversight by Public Safety and/or police personnel.

Rachel expressed concern over the more obvious public location of McNeely Plaza and urged the university make sure that events there are carefully monitored and do not spill out onto the sidewalks and streets.  She also asked St. Thomas to consider the establishment of a ceiling on number on the number of events.  

There was no further discussion.  The WSNAC neighborhood caucus will continue to consider taking a position on the matter.     

Student Housing Study Request & Moratorium Timeline
Russ presented a working draft of a resolution prepared by the city attorney's office which he plans to present to City Council at its July 27 meeting.  The resolution will request that the Planning Commission conduct a student housing zoning study to address the concentration of student rentals/dwellings and a neighborhood tipping point. The resolution will also establish a moratorium on the conversion of owner-occupied properties to student rentals in the area bounded by the interstate (with the northwestern border being Marshall and Cretin -- excluding Town & Country and Desnoyer Park from the moratorium area), the Mississippi River, St. Clair and Fairview.  The council could adopt the resolution at the July 27 meeting and a moratorium could be in place by early August.  Legally, a moratorium can last up to a year, and then extended another six months if necessary, but Russ is anticipating that the moratorium won't last a year. A PDF of the Zoning Study Request and Timeline is attached to the minutes.

Doug expressed concern about the wording of specific paragraphs in attempt to understand if the resolution will also affect parents who may purchase homes for use by their St. Thomas children/students and their friends.   Russ and Samantha agreed to seek clarification from the city attorney.  The WSNAC neighbor members expressed their general support of the resolution and thanked Russ for addressing this complex issue.
Neighborhood Disturbance Initiatives
John presented a working draft of the Neighborhood Disturbance Initiatives Action Plan, which he based on last year’s model and expanded to include the entire academic year.   He highlighted several new initiatives including the “lawn sign project” and the “neighborhood cleanup project” and will present a completed draft at the August meeting.

Union Park Restorative Justice Initiative

Annie Johnson of UPDC met with Scott and John to seek WSNAC’s support of a restorative justice program, a court-directed diversionary program, based on a model of a program currently in place on the East Side.   She will make a presentation to WSNAC at the August meeting.  WSNAC members expressed general support for the program.

U of M Student Conduct Summit

John is invited to attend a “Student Conduct Summit” sponsored by the University of Minnesota on August 17.  He plans to attend the afternoon session, along with other university officials, titled “Off Campus Jurisdiction.”  He invited interested WSNAC members to contact him if they would also like to attend.

HOURCAR Request

HOURCAR’s Christopher Bingham has asked to borrow the St. Thomas Priuses in order to convert them for “plug-in recharging use” at downtown St. Paul locations because he cannot purchase 2011 Priuses to place there.  He will temporarily replace the St. Thomas cars with high-mileage cars.  In November, when new Priuses become available, he will purchase two new Priuses, place them at the St. Thomas hubs, and extend the St. Thomas/HOURCAR agreement for another six months.  The committee expressed no objection to the proposal.

Louis Smith Report

A unanimously approved Hennes/Viktora motion authorized the Housing subcommittee to consider the Louis Smith report and to develop a response to present to the committee.  No timelines was established.    The subcommittee will first consider the matter at its July 19 meeting.  All WSNAC members are invited to attend.

The subcommittee will also consider the Stark resolution at the July 19 meeting.

TDM Plan

John informed the committee that the city has accepted the TDM plan.  He will now develop a timeline so that the tasks itemized therein are accomplished according the to the TDM timeline.  This is a 2-3 year process.

New/Other Business

· John invited WSNAC members to attend Neighborfest on Thursday, August 4.

· Doug will present the Campus Development housing study results at the August meeting.

· Rachel invited members to attend the cookout at her house on August 28.

· John will send notification to WSNAC members to participate in the “Smith response” meetings hosted by the Housing subcommittee.

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair

