West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee
Meeting Notes
December 13, 2011
155 Murray-Herrick Campus Center

Members Present: Rina Cooper (by phone) David Hackworthy (7:30 arrival), Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Jeanne Matross, Dave Redmond, Jim Sachs, Leo Viktora, Rachel Westermeyer

Guests Present: Joel Clemmer (Mac-Groveland Community Council), Jane McClure (Villager)

Call to Order. John called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. and welcomed former WSNAC member Joel Clemmer for discussion about the on-campus/off-campus housing report. The committee approved the November 8 meeting minutes and the December 13 agenda.

On-Campus/Off-Campus Study. Rachel thanked Joel and Doug for drafting the report and said she believes the report, with good input and edits from committee members, is in great shape. In addition to several typos and missing words that she caught, Rachel had three observations:

•	She asked if the 2004 CUP language about the number of residential beds (bottom of Page 5) means sophomores, who now live on the west block (in 2151 Grand building), could no longer live on that block once it is redeveloped per the CUP. Doug will clarify this with the city.

•	She encouraged St. Thomas to look for ways to “entice” more sophomores to live on campus as it did when it “enticed” more juniors and seniors with the construction of Morrison and Flynn halls, as referred to near the bottom of Page 6.

•	She suggested we drop the very last bullet point at the end of the report, referring to “structured communication” between the campus and neighbors. The committee agreed.

The committee approved the report. Next steps: Rachel and John will write a cover letter and send it and a copy of the report to Josh Williams of PED and St. Paul City Council members.

Liquor License Update. Doug reported that on Dec. 8, Nhia Vang, a St. Paul City Council legislative hearing officer, held a third public hearing about the proposed St. Thomas liquor license and its conditions. Among issues clarified at the hearing were (a) the “abutting” neighborhood blocks for trash pickup after football games will be Cretin, Selby, Cleveland and Grand; and (b) as part of the fall 2012 review of the license, there will be consideration as to whether the number of outdoor sales locations should remain at three (as they will be in 2012) or should be expanded to include all nine allowed in the underlying condition. At the end of the Dec. 8 hearing, Vang said she would recommend to the City Council that it approve the license and the conditions. The council will consider the license at its Dec. 28 or Jan. 4 meeting (Doug will notify WSNAC members on the date).

Leo mentioned that he and other neighborhood representatives on WSNAC still have “public health” concerns about the propriety of allowing the sale of beer at football games in open sight of people below the legal drinking age of 21. They still wish there was a good way to “enclose” the area, either in a tent or by screening it (Vang said she would not require that).

ITGA Conference Proposal. Doug shared a draft proposal for a WSNAC presentation at the International Town and Gown Association conference next June 4-8 in Richmond, Kentucky. The proposal is for a presentation, featuring at least one representative from St. Thomas and one from WSNAC, on how the committee was established, what it has done over the last seven years, what works and what doesn’t work. Rachel asked if the committee has enough time between now and June to develop a thoughtful presentation.  Leo questioned if the WSNAC topic is too broad and if we should choose a specific project that the committee has handled. Doug encouraged WSNAC members to suggest topics, keeping in mind the January 15 deadline to submit presentation proposals. Doug will share with committee members the info about the conference and the presentation criteria, along with a list of past WSNAC-UST projects that could be the focal point of a more-targeted presentation at the conference. The committee will consider the issue again at its January 10 meeting.

Future construction projects. Doug reviewed his September memo about short-term and long-term construction projects at St. Thomas. Since the 2004 Conditional Use Permit, St. Thomas has added six buildings to the St. Paul campus: Child Development Center (2005), Flynn Residence Hall (2005), McNeely Hall (2006), Anderson Parking Facility (2009), Anderson Athletic and Recreation Complex (2010) and Anderson Student Center (2012). Consequently, St. Thomas has maxed out its debt capacity and does not foresee any major construction projects over the next several years. Doug reviewed those projects in terms of short-term (until 2016) and long-term (beyond 2016) potential. Short-term projects could include Murray-Herrick Campus Center renovation (beginning this winter), tennis courts (tentative; as early as 2012) and a maintenance-receiving-recycling building (tentative; no time frame). Long-term projects, all of which have no timetable, include a third wing on the Frey Science and Engineering Center, renovation and/or expansion of Brady Education Center (for music) and more on-campus housing. Doug said he is happy to provide WSNAC with updates on construction project issues at any time.

TPS&SR Subcommittee Update. 
The subcommittee did not have a December 7 meeting, but co-chairs Jim and Leo met with John to discuss items for discussion at winter meetings. At the January 4 meeting, the subcommittee will review the fall Neighborhood Initiatives Action Plan and how to tweak it for the spring, and will hear a presentation about alcohol and drug issues from Madonna McDermott and Birdie Cunningham of the university’s Wellness Center.   John also reported that Public Safety has received no neighborhood disturbance complaints for the past three weeks. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Doug Hennes
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