West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

July 13, 2010

Members present

Scott Banas, Rina Cooper, Joel Clemmer, Doug Hennes, Mark Manderscheid, Leo Viktora, Rachel Westermeyer.
Guests present

Josh Hengemuhle (St. Thomas Commuter Center), Samantha Henningson (St. Paul City Council Ward 4 office), Jane McClure (Villager), Dan Meuwissen (St. Thomas Public Safety).

The meeting commenced at 6:35 p.m. in 155 Murray-Herrick Campus Center at St. Thomas. The June 8, 2010 minutes were approved as submitted. The minutes are posted at www.wsnac.net. The July 13, 2010 agenda was approved.

Campus Development Subcommittee report

Doug provided an update on construction of the Anderson Athletic and Recreation Complex, Anderson Student Center and the Summit-Cretin intersection improvements.

Leo said he was disappointed that we won’t be able to enhance lighting at the intersection at this time. Doug responded that adding lights appears to be a Heritage Preservation Commission issue and that we’ll seek clarification with HPC staff on next steps at that intersection as well as our interest in adding lights at Summit-Finn and the Arches crosswalk.

Marc asked if the asphalt path in the Summit median would be removed with the Summit-Cretin intersection improvements. Doug said it would make the most sense to keep the path until the student center opens and the new sidewalks are installed; otherwise, students will return to jaywalking across Summit. Marc asked Doug to find out if outdoor work in front of the student center would be completed enough by the opening of the 2011-12 school year to close and remove the median path that September.

Joel reported on the subcommittee’s progress with its Off-Campus and On-Campus Housing Study. The scope of the study is expansive and likely will take the fall semester to complete. The subcommittee is working with a St. Thomas geography professor on GIS historical studies of rental and owner-occupied property in the neighborhood, and will meet with the professor at its early August meeting to determine parameters for the research. The subcommittee also hopes to engage a St. Thomas business marketing class this fall to help with a study on the economics of on-campus vs. off-campus living.

TPS&SR Subcommittee report

Leo encouraged WSNAC members to attend the St. Thomas Neighborfest event on July 29 and sit at the WSNAC table.

Housing Subcommittee report

Jeanne reported that the subcommittee is extremely interested in the consulting work that Smith Partners will do in examining the effectiveness of the housing buyback program and what it might take to establish a community development corporation or similar initiative. Several WSNAC members will meet July 30 with Louis Smith to determine a more exact scope of his work, with the understanding that he will begin his interviews and background research in August.

St. Thomas Neighborhood Initiatives Plan

Doug outlined St. Thomas’ draft plan to deal with student-neighborhood issues during the 2010-2011 school year. He explained that John Hershey and he developed the plan in consultation with administrators in the Public Safety, Dean of Students, Residence Life, Campus Life and Commuter Center offices. Doug also emphasized that the plan is a draft and asked for feedback. 

Observations from committee members included:

•
Joel said there needs to be more-effective communications regarding problems as they occur and that there appear to be too many mornings-after complaints. Discussion ensued on whether there might be a way to enhance communications through block club captains.

•
Committee members questioned if the “standard plan” of one officer per weekend evening would be sufficient. Doug and Dan said the issue would be discussed with St. Paul Police commanders in August (update: meeting will be Aug. 24, with attendees including WSNAC reps Scott, Joel, Leo, John, Jim and Doug). Doug and Dan also pointed out that the plan calls for the hiring on additional officers on busy weekends, such as Labor Day and Homecoming. Joel encouraged St. Thomas to be “elastic” on how many officers to hire and said it would be advantageous if additional officers could be “on call” to help deal with problems.

•
Under the Rental House Visit Program initiative, it was suggested that WSNAC members might join John and Dean of Students staffers in visiting the 25-30 houses that have had recent histories of disturbances.

Doug said he would make revisions in the Neighborhood Initiatives Plan in response to WSNAC suggestions and observations made at the Aug. 24 meeting with Police Department officials. 

St. Thomas Response to WSNAC Resolutions on Dealing with Neighborhood Issues

Doug outlined St. Thomas’ responses to suggestions made in WSNAC Neighborhood Caucus resolutions brought forward to the committee on May 11 and June 8. Doug emphasized that the university’s responses should be considered its initial reactions and not hard-and-fast policy.

Observations from committee members included:

•
A May 11 “Immediate Initiative” resolution suggested a “neighborhood security deposit” by off-campus students, to be refunded only if they were not a party to disturbances. UST’s response: such a deposit could be discussed with landlords. A WSNAC member wondered if St. Thomas would be willing to levy the deposit. Doug expressed doubt but said he would need to review that issue with other administrators.

•
May 11 and June 8 “Long Term Project” resolutions said St. Thomas should institute an on-campus living requirement for freshmen and sophomores. UST’s response: It does not favor such a requirement, which would force all juniors and seniors to move off campus. St. Thomas favors a mix of all class years living on campus and is concerned that a sophomore requirement could hurt recruitment efforts. Marc suggested St. Thomas reconsider its response because it comes across as too rigid of a position to say “absolutely no.”

•
Rachel expressed general frustration regarding St. Thomas’ responses to the WSNAC resolutions and that a “we vs. them” tone is present. Doug said he certainly meant no “we vs. them” attitude and that the responses to the resolutions were genuine first reactions and not “absolute” policy. He also pointed out that St. Thomas had adopted many of the suggestions in the WSNAC resolutions in its draft Neighborhood Initiatives Action Plan.

•
Rachel stated that she believes St. Thomas should have a 20-year plan for issues such as campus development, construction and enrollment. Doug said such long-term (20-year) plans are rare in higher education and that he believed UST had been forthright in recent years in describing likely or potential construction projects over the next five to 10 years.

“Chinese” Dinner

Rachel recommended that St. Thomas and WSNAC adopt their own version of “Chinese Dinners” carried out by George Washington University to bring together six or more neighbors and six or more St. Thomas employees and students to talk about common issues and how to build a stronger university and neighborhood. Doug agreed with the concept and said he would work with Rachel to hold the first such dinner this fall semester.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Doug Hennes

WSNAC member
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