 West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

September 14, 2010

Members present

Scott Banas, Joel Clemmer, Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Samantha Henningson, Jeanne Matross, Leo Viktora.
Guest: Jane McClure, Villager.
The meeting commenced at 6:30 p.m. in 155 Murray-Herrick Campus Center at St. Thomas. The August 17, 2010 minutes were approved as submitted. The minutes are posted at www.wsnac.net. The September 14 agenda was approved as submitted.

Member reappointments
A Banas/Hershey motion to approve WSNAC term reappointments of Jeanne Matross, Jim Sachs and Leo Viktora passed by unanimous vote.
A Banas/Hershey motion to motion to approve committee and subcommittee co-chair reappointments of Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Jeanne Matross and Jim Sachs passed by unanimous vote.

Rina Cooper proxy vote assignment

Rina has submitted the appropriate documentation for Scott Banas to serve as her proxy vote while she is on temporary assignment in Switzerland.  Scott will communicate with her as needed.
WSNAC financial update
Doug reviewed all the itemized WSNAC expenditures between August 2005 and the present.  As of 9/14/2010 the WSNAC balance is $38,510.04.
Neighborhood initiatives plan update

John and Jim reported their sense that while there are still problems that the amount of large disruptions are down from last year.  They noted that there are still problems with “roving bands.”  Leo noted that Public Safety log indicates that complaint calls are down 17% from last year so far.  In spite of this information, there is still room for significant improvement.

A Clemmer/Banas motion for the neighborhood liaison to present a pilot report at the October meeting which summarizes the disturbance complaint reports received for the month of September by his office, by Public Safety and, if possible, the St. Paul Police passed without opposition. 
Doug made a point to compliment the St. Paul Police for their vigilance in responding to disturbance complaints so far this fall.

Subcommittee direction setting and assignments

John expressed concern over the duplication of effort by subcommittees and wanted to make sure that each group had a clear agenda for the 2010-11 academic year.  Each pair of co-chairs should submit, in writing, its agenda to John by October 8, 2010.
Louis Smith Partners Update

A small WSNAC subgroup met with Louis Smith to establish interview list to start the project.  Mr. Smith will begin doing “neighbor interviews” in the near future and hopes to have a picture of a potential viable project proposal by January 2011.  Jim presented an updated budget for Smith’s scope of services request so that we can ensure that he can conduct a thorough study and gain a clear picture of the issues.  The updated scope includes 30 hours of interview time.
A Sachs/Clemmer motion for WSNAC to authorize payment for the expanded scope of services in the total amount of $11,975 to complete phase one of the project met with unanimous approval.   
Campus Development subcommittee report

Doug reported on last week’s meeting, reviewed GIS data pertinent to homesteaded and non-homesteaded properties in this area and city-wide, including sale prices of houses and taxable market values from 2002 to 2009.  Catherine Hansen, an adjunct UST professor who is providing us with GIS information, is investigating the feasibility of accessing Ramsey County property data prior to 2002.  It is not readily accessible in the current data system.   
Joel reported presented a new chart representing his interpretation of the status of the study.  A PDF of his outline is attached.
New and other business
Concerns were expressed about traffic back-ups as vehicles attempt to exit campus and turn north at the Cretin/Grand light.  John will follow through with Monica Beeman and ask her to evaluate the need for turn arrows there.  He will also ask her to expedite the initialization of the turn arrows on the north- and south-bound Cretin at that intersection and to evaluate signage at the Cretin/Summit intersection.
Doug reported on his and Rachel’s Chinese dinner initiative with an initial dinner set for October 13 or 14.  He and Rachel will each invite five guests to a dinner.  They will ask each guest to commit to coming to another dinner and bring five guests, with an expectation that the new invitees will then return and bring their guests.  They are planning a monthly series of “town and gown conversation dinners” for the 2010-11 academic year.

The meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey
WSNAC co-chair
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