West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

December 14, 2010
Members present

Scott Banas, Joel Clemmer, Doug Hennes, Samantha Henningson, John Hershey, Jeanne Matross, Jim Sachs, Leo Viktora, Rachel Westermeyer.

Guests: Prof. Catherine Hansen, UST; Jane McClure, Villager; Justin Riley, UST student.
The meeting commenced at 6:35 p.m. in 155 Murray-Herrick Campus Center at St. Thomas. The November 9, 2010 minutes were approved as submitted. The minutes are posted at www.wsnac.net. The December agenda was approved with one modification.

Statement of sympathy.

Scott extended his and the committee’s sympathy and best wishes to all in the UST community at the loss of UST student Michael Larson.  Rachel handed around a card for WSNAC members to sign that she will send to the family.

GIS housing study.

Joel introduced the GIS presentation of the housing data study by placing it in the context of a larger study being done by the Campus Development subcommittee.  He introduced presenter Justin Riley, a UST student, and his supervising professor Catherine Hansen.

Justin then presented the results of a series of longitudinal studies he conducted by collecting housing data between 1990 and 2009 that highlighted five specific geographic areas around St. Thomas and compared those results against a significantly larger area immediately surrounding St. Thomas as well as against similar data he collected for the larger City of Saint Paul.  His study focused on collecting data between 1990 and 2009 about five specific items:

· changes between homesteaded and non-homesteaded properties

· changes in the locations of off-campus student residential locations

· changes in estimated market values of the properties

· changes in actual home sale values

· changes in average household income

The findings are found in Justin’s report, which was sent electronically to WSNAC members.   However, his conclusions when comparing the study areas to the larger study area and to the city at large indicated a.) a pattern of an increase in student rental units in some parts of the area of study while noting a decrease in others, b.) the static nature of home sale values, c.) a slightly above average increase in home estimated market value in the area around St. Thomas and d.) an increase in average household income in the same area.

St. Paul liquor license update
Doug reported on the status of UST’s interest in obtaining a liquor license in 2011 for the St. Paul campus.

The newest wrinkle is that the Minnesota Private College Council (MPCC), which represents St. Thomas and 16 other institutions, has decided to pursue a bill that would enable any of those institutions to obtain liquor licenses from their respective municipalities. Consequently, St. Thomas will be part of the broader MPCC bill—and not a separate St. Thomas bill—during the 2011 session of the Minnesota Legislature. The MPCC has identified at least six institutions—Carleton, Concordia-Moorhead, Hamline, Macalester, St. Mary’s and St. Thomas—interested in the same kind of liquor license that Augsburg obtained in 2009 and St. Thomas obtained in 2010 (for its Minneapolis campus).

Doug and Scott said they have discussed next steps with Rep. Erin Murphy. She sponsored the St. Thomas bill last spring and remains interested in working with UST, WSNAC and concerned neighbors to reach agreement on any conditions that the City of St. Paul would include in a St. Paul license later next year if lawmakers approve the enabling legislation in the spring. Murphy suggested it would be wise to reach an agreement on the St. Thomas issues before the Legislature takes up the MPCC bill.

Scott suggested that WSNAC appoint an ad hoc committee to work on the issue in January. If an agreement is reached, the committee could return to WSNAC in February for its consideration of the agreement. WSNAC members considered this a sound idea. Doug and Scott will work to schedule the first meeting of the ad hoc committee (update: it will be 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 6, in 155 Murray-Herrick Campus Center) and to invite concerned neighbors to participate.

Doug noted that if the Legislature approves the enabling legislation (the MPCC bill), St. Thomas then would pursue a license with the city next summer in hopes of obtaining it for the 2011-12 school year.

2009-2010 annual report
A Hershey/Viktora motion to approve the amended copy of the 2009-10 WSNAC annual report passed by unanimous vote.  John Hershey will send the report to city council members and post it on www.wsnac.net.

Tennis courts
Doug reported that St. Thomas is working with Ryan Companies as it develops a series of alternate on-campus site options for tennis court placement. He has had a preliminary conversation with St. Paul city park officials about off-campus placement and expects their response soon. UST is also exploring a couple of private off-campus options. He expects to share its findings and alternate plans with WSNAC at the January 2011 meeting,

TPS & SR report
Jim reported briefly that the subcommittee continues its work on a.) a series of traffic/pedestrian safety initiatives on Cleveland, Selby and Cretin, b.) cooperating with UST to develop a TDM plan by June 30, 2011, and on c.) its Smith Partners initiative. Louis Smith plans to give his report at the January WSNAC meeting. Jim also produced a memo detailing UST internal discipline processes which address student misbehavior in both on- and off-campus locations. He shared the document with several interested neighbors.

Leo updated his neighborhood disturbance report which is attached.

UST/Neighborhood dinner project
Rachel reported on the last town and gown dinner which she hosted 19 people at her home, the group essentially divided into equal thirds of students, neighbors and faculty/staff.  The conversation centered on five civility-related concerns which Doug summarized in written form, then and added “UST responses” to each issue and forwarded the lengthy document to meal participants and to WSNAC members.  Rachel and Doug anticipate that future meetings will focus on these concerns.  They are also looking at ways to include some landlords in the next event, to be held on February 3, 2011.

Hershey’s WSNAC participation item 

John noted a dramatic increase in committee members’ willingness to participate in and work actively on a wide variety of WSNAC-sponsored initiatives and thanked them for their help.

There was no new or other business. The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair
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