West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

November 9, 2010 (revised 11/19/2010)
Members present

Scott Banas, Doug Hennes, John Hershey, John Huber, Jeanne Matross, Jim Sachs, Jared Scharpen, Leo Viktora, Rachel Westermeyer.

Guests: Theresa Malloy, TommieMedia; Jane McClure, Villager. 
The meeting commenced at 6:33 p.m. in 155 Murray-Herrick Campus Center at St. Thomas. The October 12, 2010 minutes were approved as submitted. The minutes are posted at www.wsnac.net. The November 9 agenda was approved with two amendments.
Campus Development subcommittee report

Tennis courts: Doug summarized the events which took place during the subcommittee’s November 2nd meeting on the topic of the university’s tennis court proposal.  More than 100 interested people attended.  Neighbors voiced uniform opposition to it and asked St. Thomas to reconsider the court placement.
The WSNAC neighborhood caucus members indicated that they unanimously opposed the project in its present iteration but did not make a motion or take a formal vote.  The caucus asked St. Thomas to re-examine a number of location options including Lot O on the South Campus, the quadrangle near Brady Education Center, the top level of the Anderson Parking ramp, the north side of Ireland Hall, the roof of the Anderson Recreation and Athletic Complex and partnering with other groups such as the City of St. Paul or Town & Country to find a suitable location off campus.  Doug reiterated that a decision on whether or not to proceed with the project will be made in March 2011.  He asked everyone to keep an open mind and not to make a judgment until the time the university does reach a decision.  In the meantime, WSNAC will continue to examine the issue from a variety of perspectives and will address the court location issue at the next Campus Development subcommittee meeting.

GIS Update:  The GIS study shows that there has been a more than 10:1 change from homestead status homes to non-homestead properties from 1990 to the present date.  Going forward, the goal is to determine what percentage of these properties is in fact occupied by UST students.

St. Paul liquor license update
Doug withdrew the item from the agenda pending further research and will place the subject on the December agenda.
Neighborhood disturbance response initiatives update
John presented his October disturbance report, which showed that the number of complaints has decreased slightly.  Although this is the case, there is still room for improvement.  His report is attached.
Housing subcommittee report

Jeanne asked the committee to listen to public comment at its December meeting to receive citizens’ input about whether or not to include some owner-occupied homes as a part of the Housing Buyback program.  The subcommittee will clarify the logistics at its November 16th meeting.  The purpose of this agenda item is to invite dialogue between neighbors and the committee.
TPS & SR subcommittee report

Leo distributed a summary of the November TPS & SR meeting with details regarding the Anderson parking ramp, traffic flows at Cretin/Grand and Cretin/Summit and a comprehensive pedestrian safety improvement plan including the installation of marked crosswalks and brighter lighting.  TPS&SR welcomed a new member, a resident of Selby Avenue, Kevin Adelgren.

UST long range planning
Rachel raised the issue of wanting to understand more clearly the university’s long range development plans and Doug briefly outlined potential projects but could give no real implementation time frame.   Discussion ensued and, at Jeanne’s suggestion, the committee agreed to include the “master plan” as a regular addition to its September and June meeting agendas, which typically denote the beginning and end of the academic year, so that the committee can be updated on current plans and ideas.  The issue will be placed on the WSNAC agenda for the January 2011 meeting. 

New and other Business

John requested that members submit their email editorial comments about the annual report to him by November 15th.   

Louis Smith continues to conduct interviews as a part of his research project and is scheduled to meet with university officials this week.

John will conduct the second part of his neighborhood walking tour starting at 9:30 on Saturday, November 20th.

The meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jared Scharpen

WSNAC recorder
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