West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

October 12, 2010

Members present

Scott Banas, Joel Clemmer, Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Samantha Henningson, Jeanne Matross, Jim Sachs, Jared Scharpen, Leo Viktora, Rachel Westermeyer.
Guests: Beth Brombach, 2214 Goodrich; Dave Brudevold, 2208 Sargent; Flannery Delaney, 2126 Lincoln; Dave & Tammy Feinwachs, 2261 Fairmount; Richard Kyle, 2194 Goodrich; Jane McClure, Villager; Tom Percich, 2250 Princeton; Kelly Trewartha, 2266 Goodrich; Andy Ubel, 133 Woodlawn; Mark Vangsgard, UST.
The meeting commenced at 6:38 p.m. in 155 Murray-Herrick Campus Center at St. Thomas. The September 14, 2010 minutes were approved as submitted. The minutes are posted at www.wsnac.net. The October 12 agenda was approved by moving the tennis court presentation/discussion to the first item.

Tennis courts update

Doug Hennes reviewed history behind removal of old tennis courts as a part of the Anderson Parking Facility construction project and of the university’s interest in replacing them on campus at some time.  After carefully reviewing several options, the university decided upon creating a design for the most practical available space, the site at the northeast corner of Mississippi River Boulevard (MRB) and Goodrich Avenue.  In the fall 2009 the university conducted some preliminary soil borings but elected not to proceed with the project.  No final decision has been made about project status, which includes a plan to make the courts available to neighbors for personal use.  A decision will be made in spring 2011.  The purpose of the evening’s presentation is to begin to explore the issue with WSNAC and interested neighbors.

The project would require the removal of approximately one third of the 90 trees on the site but the city would require that the project plant more than 50 trees on the property.  The current design calls for the courts to be stacked in sets of three running north and south and surrounded by 10-foot high fences.  There would be no lighting on the courts at this time.  They would be set back 42 feet from Goodrich and between 114 feet (on the south, at Goodrich) and 65 feet (on the north) from MRB, which curves to the east in that area.  The design does not include plans for the addition of any parking.

There is not a no-build agreement as a result of the conclusion of the Byrne Residence construction.  At that time, in the mid-1990s, the university and the St. Paul Seminary agreed to increase the required building setbacks from Goodrich and MRB if a building were to be constructed anywhere along Goodrich or on MRB between Goodrich and Summit.  

Any construction project would require a site plan review conducted by the Zoning Committee of the St. Paul Planning Commission.  The city would likely hold a public hearing as a part of the site plan review.  The project would also require Watershed District approval.

General discussion ensued about tree replacement, safety and security, court use by outside groups, water runoff and the potential for the installation of lighting at a later time.  A letter outlining the parameters of the project will be distributed to approximately 800 homes by Friday.
The Campus Development subcommittee will review the issue in greater depth at a public meeting to be held on Tuesday, November 2 at 6:30 p.m. in the auditorium of the Brady Education Center.

Motion, John Hershey/Joel Clemmer
A Hershey/Clemmer motion for WSNAC members to share in the recording of WSNAC meeting minutes, beginning with the November 9, 2010 meeting, was rescinded when Jared Scharpen volunteered to take on the responsibility for the duration of his committee membership.  He plans to graduate in May 2012.

Neighborhood disturbance response initiatives update
John Hershey provided a summary of disturbance complaints he received in September 2010:


· 87 separate issues came through the liaison’s office (107, 09/2009)

· 56 were related to student use of alcohol (99, 09/2009)

· 16 specific complaints about roving bands of noisy students (37, 09/2009)

· 7 street stops made by SPPD for alcohol-related concerns

Citation Summary, unofficial count:

· 19 UST students cited for Underage Consumption

· 10 UST students cited for Social Host

· 10 non-UST student-age people cited for Underage Consumption

N.B., the citation itemization summarizes the number of people cited, not the total number of citations issued, i.e., a person may have received more than one citation.
Leo Viktora distributed a detailed analysis of the Public Safety Crime Log, which is available on the St. Thomas Web site for public review.  A PDF of his report is attached.  His report indicates a 35% decrease in number of complaint calls in September 2010 as compared with September 2009.
UST Undergraduate Student Government “Improving Neighborhood Relations” initiative
Jared reported that the Undergraduate Student Government (USG) conducted a retreat during the second weekend of the school year.  In establishing its goals and objectives for the coming year, the USG set a goal of improving neighborhood relations.  As a result, he is conducting some research to the end of reducing the effect of disruptive foot traffic in the area and is contacting other universities that are engaged in similar projects.  In the short term, he reported that the “meet your neighbor and get a taxi voucher” campaign is in operation this fall.  The USG has distributed approximately 25 of the 100 vouchers to date.

Housing subcommittee report

Jeanne reported that several WSNAC members and Louis Smith went on a “neighborhood information tour” conducted by John Hershey on Saturday, October 10, 2010.   The group walked by homes converted by the Housing Buyback Program, student rental houses and homes that the university would have liked to include in the buyback program but could not due to owner-occupied status.  There are plans to do a second walking tour in November.  

Jeanne also told the committee that the group is interested in arriving at a decision on whether to include some owner-occupied houses in the Housing Buyback Program, an issue brought to its attention two years ago by several concerned neighbors.   The subcommittee would like to set aside a portion of the November or December full committee meeting and invited interested citizens to provide their feedback so that the subcommittee can submit a final recommendation to WSNAC for consideration.
TPS & SR subcommittee report

Leo provided the committee with an update on HourCar usage.  The two cars on the St. Thomas campus average approximately 13 hours of daily usage.  There are 16 neighbors in the area who are using the St. Thomas sites.

He will provide the committee with more information about UST parking, bike commuting and UST bus pass sales at the next meeting.

He highlighted a series of university projects which addressed neighborhood civility including a fall lit-drop conducted my members of the USG where students "flyered" approximately 400 student residences with “how to be a good neighbor” pamphlets.  In addition, members of the Commuter Center stood at busy intersections on the edge of campus where they distributed Kool Aid and “how to conduct a responsible party” brochures to passersby.

Campus Development subcommittee report
Doug reported on the status of the Geographic Information System (GIS) housing study project, done in cooperation with UST adjunct GIS faculty member, Catherine Hansen.  She has a student who is willing to collect Ramsey County property ownership data as far back as 1990 and estimates that it would take him between 10 and 20 hours to collect and organize the data which is the subcommittee is interested in reviewing.  A Clemmer/Viktora for WSNAC to provide funds for student assistant to review county records back to 1990 not to exceed $300 was approved by unanimous vote.

Joel is following up on Rina’s research regarding the off campus housing policies and practices used by other colleges and universities that are similar to St. Thomas.   John Hershey was given the task of conducting the phone interviews.   

Joel has created a link on his Web site that summarizes the aggregate of the information he has collected as a part of the on- and off-campus housing study.   He and Doug hope to complete their report by December 2010.   The Web site can be found at http://joelclemmer.org/wsnacstudy/.

The meeting adjourned at 8:31 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey
WSNAC co-chair
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