West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee
Meeting Notes
June 14, 2011
155 Murray-Herrick Hall

Present: Scott Banas, Doug Hennes, Samantha Henningson, Brian Jones, Jeanne Matross, Jane McClure (Villager), Dave Redmond, Jim Sachs, Leo Viktora, Rachel Westermeyer, 

Call to Order. Scott called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and introduced Dave Redmond, A Lincoln Avenue homeowner who is Joel Clemmer’s successor from the Macalester-Groveland Community Council. The committee approved the April 12 minutes and the June 14 agenda.

Liquor License. Doug, having distributed notes from the June 7 Campus Development Subcommittee meeting and a copy of potential liquor license conditions, said he had conferred with Joel and Scott and they had agreed to defer WSNAC discussion on conditions until the July 12 meeting. The primary reason is to obtain feedback from the Union Park and Macalester-Groveland community councils; next week, Doug will make presentations to the Land Use Committee of the former and the Housing and Land Use Committee of the Latter.

Doug also noted that Christine Rozek of the city license inspector’s office had informed him that the City Council will have its public hearing on the city ordinance changes allowing private colleges to hold licenses on July 6. The ordinance changes (mostly language references) are necessary because the 2011 Minnesota Legislature passed a law allowing any private college in the state to seek a liquor license from its municipality.

Christine also told Doug that the assistant city attorney who handles liquor license issues is not inclined to include a condition that specifies which buildings on campus may have event-related alcohol sales, but he wants outdoor locations specified. Samantha said she would check with Christine on the buildings issue because she thought St. Catherine had a building-only license (Doug’s recollection is that St. Catherine, in the mid-1990s, received legislative and city approval for a beer-wine license only for O’Shaughnessy Auditorium and had not sought a campus-wide license). Doug said if the city ends up allowing liquor sales in all buildings, St. Thomas still would provide WSNAC with a list of buildings in which it would expect to have sales.

Doug provided this timetable for the liquor license review (always subject to change…):

6/7	WSNAC Campus Development Subcommittee presentation, discussion
6/8	City Council first reading of ordinance changes
6/14	WSNAC meeting update
6/21	Union Park Community Council, Land Use Committee presentation, discussion
6/22	City Council second reading of ordinance changes
6/22	Macalester-Groveland Community Council, Housing and Land Use Committee presentation, discussion
6/28	Tentative: Macalester-Groveland CC Executive Committee review
7/6	City Council public hearing on ordinance changes
7/6	Union Park CC board review
7/12	WSNAC meeting to discuss conditions and consider a vote on them
7/13	City Council final reading on ordinance changes, and vote
7/14	Tentative: Macalester-Groveland board vote (may waive if 6/28 Exec Committee meets)
7/15	St. Thomas applies for liquor license (could be pushed to week of July 18)

After St. Thomas applies for a license, a City Council hearing officer will send a notice to property owners within 350 feet of the campus boundary asking if they want a public hearing. They have 45 days to respond. If someone wants a public hearing, one will be scheduled before the hearing officer in September and she will make a recommendation to the City Council on whether to approve the license. If no one seeks a public hearing, city staff will make the decision on the license.

On-Campus/Off-Campus Study. Doug reported that he and Joel will attempt to wrap up work on the study report this month. On a related note, Doug also reported that Catherine Hansen, the geography professor involved with the housing market study, is putting the finishing touches on an executive summary and is updating some of the maps and charts. He hopes to present a copy of her final study to WSNAC in July.

Louis Smith Report. Scott led an hour-long discussion on the report and how committee members would like to proceed in reviewing Louis’ recommendations, which essentially fall into four areas in terms of St. Thomas-neighborhood partnerships: extension of the housing buyback program beyond 2016 (and adding a down payment assistance component), more community service and service-learning initiatives in the neighborhood, parish/campus ministry partnerships, and sustainability partnerships between St. Thomas and the two community councils.

Doug encouraged committee members to reexamine the report and provide feedback, perhaps at the next committee meeting, on what interests them. He suggested the committee should identify which projects might be worth pursuing in 2011-12; we obviously cannot take on all of them, but developing a timetable for the next couple of years would be wise.

Jeanne said the Housing Subcommittee wants guidance on what it should pursue regarding the buyback program components of Louis’ report. For example, the subcommittee wants discussion at the committee level about how to “tweak” the buyback program over the next five years to allow purchase of owner-occupied houses close to campus. In response to a question about how the university feels about Louis’ suggestions to extend the buyback program beyond 2016 and introduce a $5,000-7,500 down payment assistance program, Doug said he has had no further discussions with senior administrators, including Mark Vangsgard and Father John Malone, who attended the May dinner meeting.

Rachel said it’s important to do something about the “tipping” issue to slow or halt the conversion of owner-occupied homes near campus to rental status. Doug agreed but said he has concerns a $5,000-7,500 down payment program would be ineffective because it would have negligible if any impact on the ability of young St. Thomas staffers and professors to pay for expensive housing. Brian, who holds a senior position at Home Services Lending (affiliated with Edina Realty) agreed with Doug and said a down payment program would need to be extensively researched to determine its potential effectiveness.

Regarding the “tipping point” issue, Doug said he doesn’t believe we can solve it only by using St. Thomas funds to convert rental houses to owner-occupied status or to keep owner-occupied houses from flipping the other way. He encouraged the committee to consider a targeted campaign on certain blocks to have homeowners sign restrictive covenants that they won’t sell their homes as rental houses; while the majority of homeowners may say “no,” even a handful agreeing to covenants would be a victory. Doug also said a density ordinance would be helpful, and had the one introduced a dozen years ago gone through, a fair amount of the “flipping” problem since 2002 would not have occurred. Samantha said Russ Stark is examining the feasibility of a density ordinance.

Rachel also expressed concern about the number of students (roughly 1,600 within a mile radius of campus) living in the neighborhood and said some of them need to be moved back to campus or concentrated in apartments near campus. Doug said that while the university is not in a position for the foreseeable future to add campus housing because of debt capacity constraints, it would market to students any privately developed housing near campus.

Scott said he would sit down with John, his co-chair, and figure out a plan on how to address various recommendations in Louis’ report. They hope to return to WSNAC in July with ideas.

[bookmark: _GoBack]ITGA conference. Doug reported on the International Town and Gown Association conference, which he attended June 1-3 in Boulder; Scott was scheduled to attend but had to cancel at the last minute because of work. Doug said he thought the conference was excellent and that he picked up several good ideas for new initiatives to help reduce student disturbances in the neighborhood. He is writing a report about the conference and will forward it to WSNAC soon.

TPS&SR Subcommittee. Leo said the subcommittee is working with John, Jim and Josh Hengemuhle (St. Thomas Commuter Center) on the Neighborhood Initiatives Action Plan for the 2011-12 school year. The goal is to bring a draft plan to WSNAC in July for comment.

TDM update. Leo, Doug and John all have been involved in the development of a St. Thomas Transportation Demand Management Plan; John has led the effort. This city-mandated plan is due in City Hall on June 30. WSNAC members indicated an interest in commenting on the plan. John will distribute it to WSNAC by Friday (6/17) with the admonition that comments are due back to him ASAP.

The meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Doug Hennes
(dutifully filling in as scribe for the absent Messrs. Hershey and Scharpen)


