West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee
Minutes
March 8, 2011

Members present	
Scott Banas, Joel Clemmer, Rina Cooper, Doug Hennes, Samantha Henningson, John Hershey, Brian Jones, Jeanne Matross, Jim Sachs, Leo Viktora, Rachel Westermeyer (by phone from New Mexico).

Guests
Rachel Britton TommieMedia; Tanya Hietpas, Edina Realty; Yvonne Jonk, 1941 Selby; Sarah Kidwell, Union Park District Council; Jane McClure, Villager; Louis Smith, Smith Partners; Michelle Vojacek, 1897 Selby.

The meeting commenced at 6:40 p.m. in 155 Murray-Herrick Campus Center.  The February 1, 2011 minutes were approved as submitted.  The minutes are posted at http://www.wsnac.net.  The March 8 agenda was approved as submitted.

The committee introduced themselves, welcomed new member Brian Jones and extended a “welcome home” to Rina Cooper.

TPS & SR report, motions
· Jim Sachs presented the background behind the rationale for the TPS & SR motion for WSNAC to purchase a Segway i2 for use by the St. Paul Police as they conduct weekend patrols of the neighborhoods surrounding St. Thomas during the fall and spring months of the academic year.  The motion appears below and passed by unanimous approval.*

“Whereas: A proposal has been forwarded to WSNAC for the purchase of one Police Package SEGWAY i2 unit by the University of St. Thomas Director of Public Safety, Daniel J. Meuwissen after approval through the Transportation, Parking, Safety and Student Services subcommittee of WSNAC.
Whereas: The proposal submitted by Director Meuwissen, date January 28, 2011 is attached to and incorporated into this motion.
Whereas: This SEGWAY is to be used as a tool to enhance a stronger enforcement presence in the neighborhood by off-duty St. Paul Police Officers working for St. Thomas.
Whereas: St. Thomas will own, store and maintain the SEGWAY.
AND
Whereas: Approval of this proposal is contingent upon written confirmation by the St. Paul Police, that their officers will use this vehicle while working for St. Thomas.
NOW THEREFORE:
It is hereby moved that WSNAC authorize $6,500 for the purchase of a Police Package SEGWAY i2 unit in accordance with the terms set forth in the proposal submitted by Director Meuwissen, dated January 28, 2011 that is attached to and incorporated into this motion.”

*N.B.  Subsequent to motion approval it was discovered that there were additional “police packaging costs” attached to the purchase.  By e-mail vote WSNAC unanimously approved the additional funding.  The total of the invoice is $6914.81.  

· Leo Viktora outlined the substance of a request from the UST Sustainability Committee to TPS & SR for WSNAC to provide a letter of support for the Sustainability Committee to pursue a St. Paul STAR grant for matching $50,000 funds to assist with the university purchase of solar panels for installation on roof of the Anderson Student Center.  The following resolution, titled “Resolution: WSNAC Letter of Support for UST’s STAR Application for ASC PV System,” was approved by unanimous vote.

“Whereas the University of Saint Thomas (UST) Sustainability group made a presentation to the WSNAC Traffic, Parking, Safety & Student Relations (TPS&SR) sub-committee regarding a Letter of Support for their STAR Application Grant to install a 40KW Photo Voltaic system on the Anderson Student Center, and;
Whereas, UST has indicated that they would be willing to host periodic Community Events reviewing the operation and environmental aspects of this and other sustainability efforts at UST benefiting the public by providing knowledge of various systems and practices that can improve our natural environment, and;
Whereas the STAR Application, including Letters of Support, needs to be completed by March 31, 2011;
Therefore, be it resolved that the Full WSNAC Committee authorizes TPS&SR to author a Letter of 
Support which will be signed by WSNAC Chairman, Scott Banas, on behalf of the full WSNAC Committee. 

· Leo reported that Jared Scharpen is working with USG and UST Student Affairs administration to promote Jared’s spring term initiative to place civility-based poster-like messages in the neighborhood which encourage readers to respect the rights of all neighbors.  The project is still in the approval process.

Louis Smith Partners presentation and discussion
Scott introduced Louis Smith, principal of Louis Smith partnership, whom WSNAC has engaged to address the efficacy of a public/private partnership to improve the quality of neighborhood housing, stabilize owner-occupied housing and establish a cooperative, mutually beneficial town and gown relationship.

Louis reviewed his updated PowerPoint presentation which summarized the study that focused on improving neighborhood livability and stabilizing owner-occupied housing in the area around St. Thomas.   The PowerPoint also included a series of recommendations for the committee and the university to consider as ways to achieve the stated goals.  Louis grouped his recommendations under:

· “Housing Market Initiatives” including revising and extending the buyback program, offering down payment assistance to attract owner-occupants to the area and creating an affordable off-campus student housing initiative;
· “Neighborhood Livability” including landlord outreach, student renter education, the “market sharing” of UST assets for mutual enhancement, aligning student research and community service thereby intentionally connecting the university to community, coordinating campus and parish ministry efforts and providing a new entertainment venue which is attractive to students and neighbors alike;
· “Trust-building and Sustainability” to re-brand positively the town and gown relationship by finding opportunities to engage in cooperative endeavors that focus on issues such as energy conservation, alternative energy sources, transportation demand management, recycling, composting, water consumption and conservation;
· “Leadership & Governance” including identifying campus partners, establishing a structure for communication, committing resources, making a long term commitment to include WSNAC in a university “Leadership Circle” or establishing an initiative to leverage third party resources to create a CDC.

Louis expressed his interest in listening to WSNAC comments and hopes to continue by speaking with UST administrators to the end of developing a final report with recommendations to deliver to WSNAC.

The group engaged in a lengthy discussion addressing topics including, but not limited to:

· The perception of lack of a significant percentage of university employees living in the neighborhood.
· The need to address the neighborhood tipping point between homesteaded and non-homesteaded properties.
· The interest in healing the relationship between the university and the immediate neighborhoods.
· Creating a framework and process for WSNAC to address the issues raised and to come to a series of recommendations.
· An interest in refining the information gathered for clearer understanding and creatively using the WSNAC housing study to set goals and objectives.
· Developing a comprehensive plan to reduce the number of students living in the immediate neighborhood.
· Identifying appropriate off campus locations for student residential development.
· Revisiting the rental housing overlay district idea, first proposed by Jay Benanav, to minimize the spread of student rental housing.
· Creating a partnership between the university and a private developer to re-develop the Grand Avenue side of the West Block for student housing.     
  
Jeanne urged the committee to step back from the issues and to set a timetable, agenda and establish priorities for a way to address the substance of the report.   WSNAC then directed the Housing subcommittee to refine Jeanne’s proposed “questions for discussion list” at its March 15 meeting to assist WSNAC as it continues to address the issues at the April 12 WNAC meeting.

Campus Development subcommittee report
· Joel reported that the subcommittee is wrapping up the loose ends of the subcommittee research project.

· Doug reported that no decision has been made on the tennis court issue and no decision has been made on location or project timing.

· Leo presented a WSNAC neighborhood caucus tennis court site resolution to the committee.  A Viktora/Clemmer motion to support the proposed resolution passed with three abstentions.  The resolution, titled “WSNAC Resolution Regarding Tennis Court Sites at St. Thomas,” appears below.    

Whereas, the University of Saint Thomas (UST) desires to rebuild tennis courts for Student Athletic competition and faculty/staff/neighborhood use; and,
Whereas, UST initially identified a site located in the area of Goodrich Avenue and Mississippi River Boulevard (Goodrich Site); and,
Whereas, the West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee (WSNAC), comprised of neighborhood and UST representatives, acknowledges that the Goodrich Site is within the Campus Boundaries established by previous negotiations between the City of St. Paul (City), neighborhood representatives and UST requiring no known variances for construction; and,
Whereas, WSNAC held a public meeting regarding the Goodrich Site which was attended by more than 130 participants, residents primarily from the area south of campus and UST students, at which the Goodrich Site was almost universally opposed; and,
Whereas, UST after the public meeting undertook an extensive review of potential sites within the Campus Boundaries and shared the results with WSNAC and neighbors which, along with additional neighbor input, identified a potential second site in the area of Selby Avenue and Cleveland Avenue (Selby Site) which would require setback variances for construction and be more costly to implement; and,
Whereas, UST sent over 150 letters to residents near the Selby Site and received only 1 reply, which was in favor of building at the Selby Site; and,
Whereas, UST made an initial presentation of the Selby Site at the Union Park District Council’s Land Use group and did not receive any negative feedback regarding construction at this site; and,
Whereas, WSNAC acknowledges that the Selby Site will be more costly than the Goodrich Site; due to its location by various UST buildings however this site appears to be more favorably positioned for athletic and recreational use by a larger population of the student body and is proximate to the new Anderson Athletic and Recreational Complex along with more adequate parking facilities; and,
Whereas, WSNAC and UST have worked diligently at improving neighborhood relations over the past 10+ years and in particular in establishing a new neighborhood outreach (Chinese Dinner) in the past year which has shown promise of reaching new understandings between, UST, neighbors, landlords and students; and,
Whereas, WSNAC desires to have continued UST campus development reviews that enhance UST and neighborhood relations;
Therefore, be it resolved that WSNAC strongly endorses the Selby Site and will work with UST, the City and neighbors to facilitate construction at that site, 
FURTHERMORE, be it resolved that should UST opt for the Goodrich site, WSNAC respectfully requests that UST table its plans for construction and engage in dialog with WSNAC and neighbors regarding potential development at that location.”


There was no new or other business.  The meeting adjourned at 8:57 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,
John Hershey, recorder

