West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

September 8, 2009

Members Present. Scott Banas, Doug Hennes, Samantha Henningson, John Hershey, John Huber, Marc Manderscheid, Jeanne Matross, Les Meltzer, Jim Sachs, LeoViktora.

Guest. Jane McClure Villager.

The meeting commenced at 6:35.  The agenda and the June 9, 2009 minutes were approved as submitted.  The minutes are posted at www.wsnac.net.

Member appointments, reappointments.

· A Hershey/Manderscheid motion to re-appoint Scott Banas to two-year terms as Union Park representative and WSNAC co-chair met with unanimous approval.

· A Banas/Meltzer motion to re-appoint Marc Manderscheid to a one-year term as a Neighbors United representative met with unanimous approval.

· A Manderscheid/Viktora motion to re-appoint Joel Clemmer to a two-year term as District #14 representative and to a two-year term as WSNAC Campus Development subcommittee co-chair (pending his acceptance) met with unanimous approval.

· Les reported that SARPA will appoint a second representative by the October meeting.

Campus construction updates.
John Hershey reported on the Sitzmann Hall and Anderson Athletic & Recreational Complex projects which are on-schedule and have proceeded without major complaint or incident.  The Sitzmann project should be completed by early November; the university hopes to occupy the athletic and recreational facilities by October 2010.  He also reported that the city’s street paving, water main and gutter project has closed Cretin south of Grand to through traffic for an unspecified period of time.  The piece of Finn between Summit and Grand should be completed in another month.

EAW, student center, pedestrian management update.
Doug indicated that SRF and Opus representatives will attend the October 6 Campus Development subcommittee meeting:

            1. It is expected that the St. Thomas Board of Trustees will give its final approval to proceed with the student center project at its October 21-22 meetings.

            2. SRF hopes to complete the EAW report by mid-to-late November, providing for a 30-day public comment period in December.  The university hopes for final approval by the end of February.

            3. The Cretin street closure conflicts with SRF’s plans to conduct September 23 traffic counts for the EAW study.  He is working with the city and with SRF to coordinate the recording of accurate counts.

            4. Opus will present plans to the subcommittee for student center sidewalk configurations as well as new elevation drawings for the west (Cretin) side of the building.

The committee encouraged the subcommittee to continue its work and asked that it bring brief and concise summaries to WSNAC monthly meetings.

Proposed social host ordinance.
Samantha distributed councilmember Stark’s proposed social host ordinance that closes social host responsibility loopholes by identifying, clarifying and assigning responsibility to party hosts at residences where alcohol is served and brought by guests.  The committee expressed its general support.  A summary and a draft of the ordinance are attached to the minutes.  A public hearing is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. on October 7 in City Hall.

Discussion also focused on the city’s re-interpretation of enforcement policy related to underage consumers of alcohol.  Jim Sachs is working closely with that issue and will keep the committee informed.

T, S, S & SR report.

Jim Sachs reviewed the subcommittee’s accomplishments from last year—outcomes including the installation of additional traffic and pedestrian signs on Summit and Finn and the re-grading of the Grand and Cretin intersection.  Given the complexities of the EAW study, he proposed combining the subcommittee’s meeting with the Campus Development subcommittee meeting for at least the October 6 meeting.  A Viktora/Sachs motion to that effect met with unanimous approval.

The meeting changes are posted at www.wsnac.net.  The joint meeting will occur at 6:30 p.m. in 209 O’Shaughnessy Education Center.

HOURCAR proposal.

Leo Viktora distributed a proposed resolution which is attached to the minutes.  The proposal calls for the university and WSNAC to purchase and place an HOURCAR vehicle on the St. Paul campus.  The proposal has received broader support from both community councils and by a March 10, 2009 WSNAC motion.  The university’s Transportation subcommittee of its Sustainability Committee also plans to forward support of the proposal to its parent group and expressed interest in having two vehicles.  Leo stated that WSNAC does have sufficient funds to purchase two cars.  In the near future, he and Doug plan to discuss the unfolding and new information about the HOURCAR program with the university’s vice president for student affairs.

Leo expressed concern that the McKnight Foundation matching grant program will run out of funds before WSNAC and the university can put a car in place.  He urged the committee to consider his resolution.  A Manderscheid/Meltzer motion for WSNAC support of the HOURCAR program includes the following:

· WSNAC agrees to provide up to $10,000 to purchase one HOURCAR.

· WSNAC directs TPS&SR to work with university committees, administration and the NEC to best determine HOURCAR implementation.

· WSNAC charges TPS&SR to work with NEC and provide periodic reports to the full committee on the HOURCAR project and utilization. 

The motion met with unanimous approval.

New and other business.
John Hershey will check on the status of the 2076 Grand garage.  The university has sold the property to a private owner.

St. Thomas recently purchased and sold to an owner-occupant the property at 1873 Princeton Avenue.  A restrictive covenant has been recorded against the deed.  The university has now converted 11 properties and is working on two more conversions.

The meeting adjourned at8:10 p.m.

THE NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2009 AT 6:30 P.M. IN 155 MURRAY-HERRICK HALL.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair

