West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

January 12, 2010
Members present.
Scott Banas, Rina Cooper, Doug Hennes, Samantha Henningson, John Hershey, John Huber, Marc Manderscheid, Jeanne Matross, LeoViktora, Rachel Westermeyer (by cell/speaker phone).
Participants and guests.
Jane McClure, Villager; Josh Williams, PED.
The meeting commenced at 6:34 p.m. The agenda and the November10, 2009 minutes were approved as submitted. The minutes are posted at www.wsnac.net.

HOURCAR update.
Leo Viktora announced that the university completed the Grant/Hub Agreement with the NEC which will provide two Toyota Priuses for community use through the HOURCAR program. WSNAC contributed $10,000, St. Thomas $9,000 and SARPA $1,000 toward this program. The car sharing program should be in place on campus by early February. WSNAC expressed its sincere thanks to Leo for his hard, persistent and patient work in helping to bring Hourcar to campus. Committee members are encouraged to join.
Annual report.
A Viktora/Matross motion to approve the 2008-09 WSNAC annual report as submitted by John Hershey was passed by unanimous vote.
Housing subcommittee report.
Jeanne Matross reviewed the subcommittee’s recent work which has focused on a “Beyond the 30 Houses” theme. Since it is apparent that the Housing Buyback program will not have as dramatic an impact as anticipated upon stabilizing the neighborhood housing stock, committee members have been considering ways it can help effect a more significant influence. In the last three months, the committee has met with two representatives from active CDCs and with a group facilitator who has proposed working with the committee and others as they participate in a six-to-nine month long range planning program. The committee proposes to join forces with university officials and wishes in order to help strengthen and fulfill the university’s mission as an urban university. The committee will meet on January 19 at 6:30 in Loras Hall to continue discussion and hopes to bring a proposal to the February WSNAC meeting.

EAW public hearing follow up.

Doug Hennes opened the discussion by asking for questions on the three documents he sent to WSNAC members: the university’s formal EAW comments as submitted to the city; a response to the January 5 public hearing comments; a special events analysis.
Marc Manderscheid reviewed his historic perceptions as related to the 2003 Dober campus master plan report, stressing its representation of a parking space requirement “as a need to be fulfilled.” He cited the university’s intent in March 2006 to provide 200 underground parking spaces as a part of student center project and expressed disappointment that parking need is currently designed to be fulfilled by the Anderson Parking Facility, which is also a site for accommodating West Block parking as that development goes forward. He expressed a concern that the current plan for 30 spaces under the student center “is not a feasible solution” and the hope that the plaza area be considered as a site for underground parking expansion. He also expressed frustration that social programming elements in the student center design—notably the bowling alley and the dance floor, both on the lower level—have been given preference over providing more parking spaces.
Marc referred to section “65.220 (b)” of the city’s zoning code which requires college and university sports arenas, stadiums and auditoriums to provide adequate parking within 600 feet of the structures and expressed his belief that the without additional ramp spaces, the building project would not meet zoning code. He also wondered if the proposed multi-purpose room in the student center would be included as a part of the code requirement and expressed his belief that the EAW should have addressed the parking variance matter rather than identifying it as “an issue for the site plan review process.” In subsequent discussion he referred back to the code issue by stating that any part of a building plan that does meet with code must be identified as “legally non-conforming” and underscored a code principle which prevents any building plan from “increasing non-conformity. It is his belief that as the site plan review unfolds, the Planning Commission to will not grant a parking variance for the project as it currently exists.
Doug offered a few clarifying statements regarding the intent and use of the Dober report, the history of the reduction of planned underground parking numbers, the relative infrequency of large events in the multi-purpose room and the university’s philosophy for providing social programming space instead of parking spaces.

Samantha Henningson asked for clarification about the reasoning behind only providing only 30 spaces and received a response that, due to cost constraints, current design plans call for constructing basement-level space only under the L-shaped floor plan rather than “squaring off” (and thus enlarging) the underground site.
Rachel Westermeyer inquired about the precise number of parking spaces the university needs in order to comply with zoning code without seeking a variance. Josh Williams could not give a precise answer at this time due the complicated set a variables regarding the timing of the erection of the buildings involved, the applicable city parking code at the time of construction, questions regarding approvals of legal non-conforming site use and the city’s usage interpretation regarding the multi-purpose room. He is researching the issue and believes that final interpretations will be left in the hands of the Planning Commission, which will base any decisions it reaches upon interpretation of city code.
Scott Banas expressed his disappointment in “the way this whole thing was handled,” further stating that parking has always been a major community issue. He expressed his belief that the university had consistently implied its intent to provide a significant number of parking spaces (under the proposed project site) by stating, “We were told that in good faith the university would provide significant onsite parking.” He voiced frustration about receiving word about the parking space reduction as late as November 2009 and feels “the university has pulled the rug out from under us…the project is simply underfunded with the neighborhood being left with the balance due.” He believes “the planning process did not work” as few vital issues have really been resolved.
Scott asked Josh to accept the Neighborhood Caucus resolution document which he distributed at the meeting as a part of the EAW formal comments. The resolutions appear below and are taken exactly from the text:

1. “University of Saint Thomas provide for sufficient onsite parking at the Anderson Athletic Complex and Anderson Student Center so as to be within the requirements of St. Paul city ordinances.”
2. (A list of bulleted items.)

· “traffic consultants ensure that measurements are made during peak pedestrian hours (usually 10:30 – 1:30) as well as peak traffic hours, to ensure accurate planning;
· the project include pedestrian capacity and safety measures, such as wide (10’) sidewalks, capacious staging areas at corners, prominent traffic light controls for pedestrians;
· the consultants study the bump-out design of option B in terms of maintaining free and safe flow of bicycling traffic but otherwise give consideration to their advantages for pedestrians;

· liberal use of traffic officers be made a commitment by the University, particularly during events that attract a significant number of visitors who are not familiar with campus geography.”

3. “Resolved, finally, that this set of resolutions be submitted as public comments in response to the Anderson Athletic Facility and the propose Student Center EAW.”

Doug agreed to share the resolution with the senior administration and indicated his willingness to share the committee’s beliefs and sentiments with them.
Jeanne Matross expressed her opinion that the neighborhood around the university would not be improved by the addition of a second external parking ramp at a later date and voiced her hope that the university will take the opportunity to favor the neighborhood by providing as much “out of sight parking” while it has the opportunity.

Marc reminded the committee of his 2002-03 requests for WSNAC and the university to develop “a set of planning principles” and referred specifically to his interest in encouraging the city to review its institutional zoning code for parking. He cited the university’s unwillingness at that time to get behind that effort and then stated that he felt encouraged when the university appeared to wish to provide additional on-campus parking by building two ramps (the Anderson Facility as well as a ramp to accompany the student center) as a way of reducing stress on the neighborhood, these plans representing “a change in (the university’s) attitude (toward parking issues.)” He completed his comments by encouraging the university to accept “the consequences of its overflow into the neighborhood” and requested that Doug convey that message to the senior administration.

Rina Cooper expressed her concern that the university’s decision to meet its student center parking needs by using the new parking ramp merely adds congestion to an already congested intersection at Cretin/Summit, which raises more concerns about traffic and pedestrian safety.

Leo Viktora expressed an interest in reviewing actual parking count numbers and wondered about the disparity between the number of available parking spaces and the code requirement. He pointed out that the potential excavation that is conducted as O’Shaughnessy Hall is razed provides an opportunity to create additional underground parking spaces. He stated that he could “more support the university’s request for (a parking) variance if we get substantial parking underneath (the student center).” He made an additional request for the university to consider making an underground connection between the proposed Student Center, the Anderson Athletic Facility and Murray-Herrick Hall.
There was no new or additional business.  The meeting adjourned at 7:55p.m.

THE NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2010 AT 6:30 P.M. IN 155 MURRAY-HERRICK HALL.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair

