West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

September 9, 2008
Members Present: Scott Banas, John Bannigan, Joel Clemmer, Donna Drummond, Samantha Henningson, Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Marc Manderscheid, , Jeanne Matross, Jim Sachs, Jim Toscano, Leo Viktora.
Guests. Herman Birnberg, 36 N. Mississippi River Blvd, Madonna McDermott, UST Health Services; Jeanne Ramacher, UST Health Services; Christopher Valento, 40 N. Mississippi River Blvd; Michael West, 34 N. Mississippi River Blvd.; Josh Williams, St. Paul Planning and Economic Development (PED).
The meeting commenced at 6:39 p.m., the agenda was approved as submitted, and introductions were made.
General Announcements. John made general announcements and advisements about the progress of Anderson Parking Facility construction project, the existence of the university’s construction Web site (www.stthomas.edu/construction), and membership expirations.  Jeanne Matross, Jim Sachs, and Leo Viktora accepted reappointment to two-year terms.  John will contact Les Meltzer about his willingness to continue.  John also shared a list of guests presenters for the October and November meetings.
Athletics and Recreation Center Presentation. Doug presented the background and reasoning behind the university’s need to improve and expand its athletic facilities due to the planned razing of the O’Shaughnessy Hall to make way for the student center.  University officials have not settled on the complete design specifics of the project, which will add up to approximately 50,000 additional square feet to the current facilities.  The Board of Trustees will make a decision about the project scope within the next six weeks.  St. Thomas hopes to begin working in the project in the spring 2009.

Doug then proceeded to outline the basic details relevant to the student center construction project, including heights, setbacks, architectural style, approximate square footage, and parking spaces.  He informed the group of the city’s decision to conduct two separate Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) reviews on the projects.

Donna Drummond of the city’s Planning and Economic Development office explained the complex planning timetable and “phased action” rationale, supported by city attorney Peter Warner, behind the recommendation to conduct two separate reviews, including the decision—to be as transparent as possible—to conduct a “discretionary EAW” on the athletics project, which is located in the campus interior and is not in the historic district.  She introduced new PED city planner Josh Williams who will be working on the EAW reviews.

The city will hire a firm to the conduct the studies and hopes to begin the athletic facility review later this month.  St. Thomas will pay for both.  After completion of each, there will be a 30-day public comment period during which the city is required to reply to all written submissions.  This process must be completed before any construction permits can be issued.  It is likely there will not be a public hearing for the athletic EAW but one will be conducted for the student center.  However, PED will conduct public hearings for the site plan reviews of each project.
There was considerable committee discussion about “marrying” the two studies into one review.  Many members expressed a clear and strong sentiment in support of conducting only one EAW for the both projects or for not conducting an EAW on the athletic project given the fact that it largely represents a relocation of facilities rather than the addition of significant square footage.  The majority of concerns centered on potential pedestrian and vehicle movements and traffic patterns.

Donna agreed to share the committee’s sentiment with Mr. Warner and will explore the possibility of changing the EAW process.  Doug will follow up with Donna on that issue.
Scott then recognized Mississippi River Boulevard guests Michael West, Herman Birnberg, and Christopher Valentas who expressed concerns about pedestrian and vehicle movements as the projects move forward.  Doug agreed to communicate with them as the committee considered the matters.  He invited them to Campus Development subcommittee meetings and expressed a willingness to meet separately with them and neighbors if they so desired.

UST Wellness Presentation. Madonna McDermott, director of student health and wellness services; described the scope of her office’s mission and introduced Jeanne (Birdie) Cunningham, UST health educator, whose goal is to help students to develop healthy life styles and to promote good decisions.  Birdie particularly focuses on alcohol education efforts.  She outlined a ten-prong approach she oversees including educational outreach, discipline responses and consequences, and the embedding of alcohol education into the curriculum of a physical education course required of all students.

Scott distributed copies of a September 9, 2008 New York Times article on binge drinking to which Madonna responded by stating that in 2005, the university student body reported exceeding the national binge drinking average.  Since that time, that percentage has decreased and now approximates the national average.  Madonna asserted that her office still seeks to reduce the percentage.  Scott suggested the Traffic, Parking, Safety and Student Relations subcommittee review the article and engage in conversation with the wellness office.
The committee expressed its appreciation for the work health services is doing, thanked both women for their presentations, and made it clear to them that it is willing to support those efforts as that is possible.  “How can we help you” was stated more than once.
Sitzmann Hall presentation. Doug reviewed the “Conditions of WSNAC Support for the Sitzmann Hall Addition,” which is attached as an attachment to these minutes.  The highlights include:

· No further expansion to Sitzmann Hall.

· No expansion of 2057 Portland Avenue.

· The potential for rebuilding 44 Cleveland Avenue North within its existing footprint and height of the current structure.

· Limiting any potential addition to the president’s residence, 2045 Summit Avenue, to modest expansions of the living, dining, and kitchen areas.

· St. Thomas accepts the interpretation of the CUP that the university is permitted to acquire “one and only one” additional Summit Avenue residence for use by any university president, ex-president, or chancellor.

A Toscano/Viktora motion to agree to the conditions and to support the proposed Sitzmann Hall project passed by unanimous vote.  Doug will work with city officials on the proper way of formalizing this agreement with that agency.

Height of the second academic building. For the record, at the request of member Marc Manderscheid, the secretary is duly attaching his May 27, 2008 e-mail, which expresses his interpretation of the yet unresolved “height of the second Summit Avenue academic building.”  The committee has agreed to defer this issue to a time when it is relevant to a construction plan.
New business. Jeanne distributed a handout copy of a Mpls St Paul article about “great neighborhoods,” in which it expressed the opinion that students are assets to the community, particularly in Merriam Park.  She also reported that District 13 decided not to appeal the bench project program, which was unanimously defeated but the Heritage Preservation Commission.
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
THE NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2008 AT 6:30 P.M. IN 155 MURRAY-HERRICK HALL.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair
