West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

May 12, 2009
Members Present. Scott Banas, Doug Hennes, Samantha Henningson, John Hershey, John Huber, Marc Manderscheid, Jeanne Matross, Jim Sachs, Jim Toscano.

Guests. Craig Anderson, 1832 Ashland, developer representative; Mike Happ, interested developer; Tanya Hietpas, Edina Realty; Jane McClure, Villager; Mark Vangsgard, UST; Rachel Westermeyer, 1935 Summit.
The meeting commenced at 6:35.
Introductions were made; the agenda and the April 14, 2009 minutes were approved as submitted.  The minutes are posted at www.wsnac.net.
Subcommittee traffic safety updates.
Jim Sachs reviewed the outcomes of the recent TPS & SR subcommittee meeting, attended by city traffic engineer, Paul St. Martin.  Re-striping the lanes at the Cretin/Grand intersection has been of some help to motorists and the city plans to re-position several directional signs to make them more obvious to drivers.  The city has already painted directional lane arrows on the pavement to assist drivers.  Jim S and John are communicating with city and university officials to help them come to an agreement on a plan to resolve the “ponding issue” at the intersection.

The city is also examining the pedestrian crossing activation buttons at Cretin/Summit and may upgrade them by installing ones with flashing lights to provide additional encouragement to pedestrians to use the buttons.  It plans to add pedestrian crossing advisement signs for motorists at the Arches crosswalk on Summit.

Committee members continued to express major concerns about the current southbound lane designation plan at Cretin/Grand.  Samantha will address the issue with Russ and Paul St. Martin.

Approval of the AR & C construction management plan.
Doug presented the amended construction management plan including the addition of a flag person on Summit and the haulage estimate for the amount of debris and dirt to be removed from the site.  A Hennes/Manderscheid motion to accept the plan passed with unanimous approval.  It will be shared with Opus and posted at www.stthomas.edu/construction. 

2076, 2080, 2084 Grand Avenue property discussion.
Doug introduced Mark Vangsgard, Tanya Hietpas, Craig Anderson and Mike Happ, people with direct interests in the Grand Avenue properties.  He reviewed the CUP requirement to sell the Grand Avenue properties by August 11, 2009.  He told the committee that current market conditions presented unanticipated difficulties in reaching a purchase agreement with a developer who might purchase and raze the two houses and the garage and subsequently redevelop the entire site with condominiums or town houses. He introduced Ashland neighbor Craig Anderson who had asked to speak with the committee about a potential development model.

Anderson, a commercial banker, highlighted a series of difficulties he experienced in financing and realizing an owner-occupied housing project on the site.  He stated that he instead would be interested in purchasing the two houses at 2080 and 2084 Grand, rehabilitating them and sell them to owner-occupants with restrictive covenants on each deed.  He proposed a restoration of business zoning to the 2076 garage property for private small business development and asked the committee for consideration of his proposal, which would involve changing the CUP.

In response, Marc M reviewed the writing of and the rationale behind the CUP, discussed potential residential development strategies for the three properties and stated his hope that the university will keep to the written, negotiated CUP agreement. Not one “neighbor member” of the committee voiced support for the rezoning idea.  No motion was made either for or against the proposal.

UST chief financial officer Mark Vangsgard stated that he felt it was worth the committee’s time to hear Mr. Anderson’s proposal.  After hearing committee sentiment, Vangsgard said he will make every effort to sell the properties as defined by the CUP by the August 11 deadline.  He believed he can sell the two houses with relative ease.  In the event that he is unable to reach a sale agreement on the garage property, he requested committee support for an extension but he agreed, nonetheless, to vacate the property.

Some mention was made of the interest expressed to St. Thomas to develop the three properties for senior citizen housing.  While “neighbor members” of the committee elected to take no formal stance on the issue, they indicated a willingness to listen to a proposal but remained firm on the wish to use the properties for residential purposes.

Housing subcommittee update.
Because the meeting went late, Jeanne presented a series of written questions designed by the Housing subcommittee to generate conversation about its direction and purpose.  The item will be given prominence on the June agenda.

The meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m.

THE NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2009 AT 6:30 P.M. IN 155 MURRAY-HERRICK HALL.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair

