West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee
Minutes
April 14, 2009

Members Present. Scott Banas, John Bannigan, Elis Byrne, Joel Clemmer, Doug Hennes, Samantha Henningson, John Hershey, Jeanne Matross, Les Meltzer, Jim Sachs, , Jim Toscano, Leo Viktora.

Guests. Jane McClure, Villager.

The meeting commenced at 6:34 p.m.

Introductions, agenda and approval of minutes.
The agenda and the March 10, 2009 minutes were approved as submitted.  The minutes will be posted at www.wsnac.net.

Joint subcommittee meeting report.
Jim Sachs proposed to return to conducting the normal subcommittee schedule by dividing the TPS & SR and Campus Development subcommittees into their original groups.  The former will take up more immediate traffic, parking and safety issues that are not directly related to the student center project while the latter will continue to address all student center issues.  Campus Development will meet on May 5; TPS & SR will meet on May 6.

Doug started a discussion about the Sitzmann Hall construction management plan stating that there were no major objections to the plan at the subcommittee meeting.  No pile driving will be required.  John will follow up with immediate neighbors about the site plan work hours and will report to the committee.  A Clemmer/Bannigan motion to accept as written the construction management plan dated April 6, 2009 subject to reasonable revision as required passed with unanimous support.  The plan will be posted on the St. Thomas construction Web page and distributed to immediate Sitzmann neighbors.

The first draft of the athletic and recreation center construction management plan is being revised.  It will be finalized at the next Campus Development subcommittee meeting.

Doug distributed the Zoning Committee Staff Report for the athletic and recreation center’s site plan review, which he received Monday.  The report “recommends approval of the site plan.”  The Zoning Committee of the St. Paul Planning Commission will consider the matter at 3:30 on April 16, 2009 in City Hall.  (The plan was approved by unanimous vote at that meeting.  Several Zoning Committee members expressed their thanks to WSNAC and the university for their diligent work.)

Leo has updated his list of safety improvement recommendations for the Cretin/Grand intersection.  He plans to invite city traffic engineer Paul St. Martin and Ryan Companies, Inc parking ramp site supervisor Jim Brummer to the next TPS & SR subcommittee meeting.

Grand Avenue property discussion.
The university must sell 2076-2080 and 2084, per CUP agreement, by August 11, 2009.  The university would like to continue using the garage at 2076 Grand after selling the property to a developer on June 1, 2009.  The developer does not have any plans for the site until May 2010.  In order to continue to use the building as a garage after its sale, assistant city attorney Peter Warner believes that the university must apply for a “modification for special condition to a conditional use permit.”  Doug asked Mr. Warner if it is possible to gain that permission without seeking the modification and that issue was still under discussion at the time of the WSNAC meeting.

While committee members no concerns about the university’s need to continue garage use, many expressed major concerns about the request including, but not limited to:

1. Re-opening the August 11, 2004 CUP sets a precedent, and other modification requests could follow.

1. Even if a way was found to approve continued garage use after sale of the property without opening the CUP, some committee members felt the action establishes the same precedent as described above.

1. Continuing garage use after the sale of the property (at which time a restrictive covenant is put in place) could call the legal applicability of any restrictive covenant into question.

1. The university’s ability to achieve a favorable result on its modification request given the St. Paul zoning code language found in section 61.502 which states that the applicant must experience “exceptional undue hardship” without the modification is unlikely.  Members did not believe the temporary relocation of UST garage facilities would constitute an “exceptional undue hardship.”

A TOSCANO/CLEMMER MOTION REQUESTING THE UNIVERSITY TO SELL, AND VACATE AT THE TIME OF SALE, ITS 2076, 2080 AND 2084 GRAND AVENUE PROPERTIES WITH RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS ON EACH DEED PER CUP AGREEMENT ON, OR BEFORE, AUGUST 11, 2009 WAS APPROVED WITH ONE OPPOSITIONAL VOTE AND TWO ABSTENTIONS.

Housing subcommittee report. Jeanne reviewed the subcommittee’s 2008-09 activities as outlined in the document sent to committee members with the April agenda.  The subcommittee has arrived at the conclusion that it needs direction from WSNAC on focusing its next and continued efforts and wants to engage in such a discussion with the committee.  The subcommittee will review its report at its next meeting and will bring a series of questions to the next WSNAC meeting in an attempt to foster and positive and helpful discussion.

Missing student. Jim S told the committee that Dan Zamlen is still missing.  He expressed the university’s appreciation to neighbors for participating in the search as well as for the neighborhood’s gracious understanding as the initial search was conducted on their properties.

The meeting adjourned at 8:09 p.m.

THE NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2009 AT 6:30 P.M. IN 155 MURRAY-HERRICK HALL.

Respectfully submitted,
John Hershey
WSNAC co-chair

