West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

March 10, 2009
Members Present. Scott Banas, Elis Byrne, Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Marc Manderscheid, Jeanne Matross, Jim Sachs, , Jim Toscano, Leo Viktora.
Guests. Jane McClure, Villager; Simone Peloquin, UST.
The meeting commenced at 6:34 p.m.
Introductions, agenda and approval of minutes.
The agenda and the January 13, 2009 minutes were approved as submitted.  The minutes will be posted at www.wsnac.net.
Ronald McDonald House presentation.
No presenter appeared, item tabled.
Campus Development/TPS & SR subcommittee updates.
The joint committees plan to review the Athletic and Recreation Center (AR&C) construction management plan at their April meeting.  Doug has been working with Opus representatives to write a plan similar to the ones used for the parking ramp and McNeely Hall projects.  Once approved, the plan will be placed on the university’s construction Web site.

Doug raised the issue of holding joint subcommittee meetings sponsored by Campus Development and TPS & SR.  Since the subcommittees plan to address various aspects of the AR&C project, WSNAC agreed to hold old joint meetings for the duration the academic year on the dates of the Campus Development meetings: April 7 and May 5.  John will update the Web site and reserve a meeting room.
WSNAC discussed the city’s request for direction on convening a public hearing to review the PED staff report on the site plan review of the AR&C project on Thursday, April 16.  Though a public hearing is not required, the committee agreed to ask the city to conduct one to allow the opportunity for anyone who wishes to speak to the issue and for the sake of process transparency.  Doug will notify Tom Beach of the WSNAC decision.
Sitzmann Hall update.
On Thursday March 26, the Heritage Preservation Commission will review the Sitzmann Hall design application and hold a public hearing at 5:00 p.m. in room 40 City Hall.  Doug will testify in behalf of St. Thomas.  He has contacted SARPA leadership to see if anyone wishes to make a statement in behalf of the organization.  WSNAC asked Scott to attend to speak in WSNAC’s behalf.
Anderson Parking Facility update.
The ramp is now partly open for use.  Ryan has removed its construction trailer but plans to return for about eight weeks to do finishing work and landscaping when the weather moderates.  Any university member who has not purchased a St. Thomas parking permit may purchase a $35 permit for ramp use only between March 1 and May 31.  Other campus permits also allow ramp usage.  No decisions have been made regarding ramp policy for the 2009-10 academic year.

Members of the committee asked the university to make policy that conveniently interfaces with construction traffic as well as with other campus users.  Marc strongly encouraged the university to revamp its entire parking policy to allow for “the fullest possible use” of UST parking facilities.  WSNAC expressed interest in reviewing lot count documents and ramp permit sales.  Jeanne also asked for information about the university’s encouragement of the use of public transportation by commuters and requested information on the university’s subsidization of bus permit sales.
HOURCAR.
The parking discussion segued into an HOURCAR discussion.  A Toscano/Manderscheid motion for WSNAC to offer up to $6,000 toward the university’s purchase of an HOURCAR met with unanimous approval.  Doug will forward the sentiment of the committee’s support to appropriate university personnel.  Elise is working on a USG-sponsored HOURCAR letter of support to be sent to Jane Canney, vice president for student affairs.

Housing subcommittee report.
Jeanne told the committee of the receipt of neighbor requests for the university to include some non-rental houses in the housing buyback program as a way to “protect blocks” from “student rental expansion.”  The subcommittee has been wrestling with the same issue for about a year.  She made a motion that elicited significant committee conversation including concern about the perceived lack of buyback program progress, to reopening the possibility of funding a CDC in light of changing economic conditions, to diluting the impact of the buyback program by including owner-occupied properties, to finding ways to encourage current home owners to apply restrictive covenants to their deeds.  A Manderscheid/Toscano to table the motion met with unanimous approval.  The committee asked the subcommittee to rethink and rewrite the motion and to provide the full committee with additional data.  The motion follows.
On a case by case basis, a WSNAC co-chair, a WSNAC Housing subcommittee co-chair and another appointed WSNAC member may jointly recommend to WSNAC the approval of the St. Thomas housing buyback programs purchase of an owner-occupied home with the area bounded by Marshall, Prior, Goodrich and Cretin/Exeter avenues.  In the event WSNAC cannot consider the recommendation in a timely manner, the appointed parties may act in behalf of WSNAC and will subsequently report is decision to the ensuing WSNAC meeting.
Grand Avenue Property Sale.

A Manderscheid/Toscano motion strongly encouraging the university to accomplish the sale of the Grand Avenue properties to a qualified developer at the earliest possible date and prior to the August 11, 2009 deadline met with unanimous approval.  Doug will forward the resolution to Mark Vangsgard who is overseeing the sale process.

The meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m.

THE NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2009 AT 6:30 P.M. IN 155 MURRAY-HERRICK HALL.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair

