West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

November 11, 2008
Members Present. John Bannigan, Elis Byrne, Joel Clemmer, Samantha Henningson, Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Jeanne Matross, Jim Sachs, Russ Stark, Jim Toscano, Leo Viktora
Guests. Jane McClure, Villager
John called the meeting to order at 6:37 p.m., introductions were made; the November agenda and the October 14 minutes were approved as submitted.
Ward 4 Presentation. Russ Stark introduced himself and highlighted some basic issues he’s been addressing such as light rail, RockTenn, sustainability, and keeping informed about weekly council agendas.  Has been following WSNAC business via Samantha’s meeting attendance and expressed his gratitude for the work the committee has done and continues to do.  He mentioned a community meeting that he attended in October sponsored by the University of Minnesota titled “Moving Community Forward in the University District.”  The featured speaker highlighted the significant neighborhood improvement/neighborhood partnership program orchestrated by various governmental agencies and The Ohio State University in Columbus.  Russ suggested that WSNAC take a closer look at that program with the idea of using it as positive partnership model.  Scott and John also attended that event.

Committee members asked a series of wide-ranging questions.  Russ responded positively to the suggestion of helping WSNAC, the university, and the neighborhood to create a long-term plan to address issues of common concern such as students’ unhealthy drinking patterns, the stabilization of area housing stock and the construction of more on-campus housing.

Environmental Assessment Worksheet  (EAW) Language. Doug introduced city attorney Peter Warner’s “memorandum of understanding,” which fleshed out the agreement reached in principle at the October WSNAC meeting among WSNAC, the city and the university to conduct one comprehensive EAW in conjunction with the construction of UST’s athletics and recreation building and the student center.  A Clemmer/Toscano motion to accept the agreement language was approved by unanimous vote.  Doug will coordinate the signing of the agreement by the university, the city and a WSNAC representative.  The committee agreed that Scott should sign in WSNAC’s behalf.  A copy of the memorandum is attached to the minutes.

Housing Subcommittee. In response to neighborhood input and given the recent growth in the purchase of owner-occupied homes by student families, Jeanne asked for committee guidance on the idea of expanding the scope of the housing buyback program to include the purchase of owner-occupied properties as a way of “protecting” neighborhood housing stock from rental expansion.  Though CUP language does not specifically prohibit such a purchase, the university has limited the buyback program to converting rental properties.  Pro and con discussion followed.  Committee members agreed to address the issue with their constituencies and report back to the group.

The committee also addressed the idea of  “rethinking” the buyback program model in lieu of changing market conditions and neighbors’ reticence to place restrictive covenants on their homes.  The subcommittee has made a significant attempt to find an appropriate and affordable substitute model and continues to address the issue..  Committee members have also attended block meetings to encourage owners to place covenants on their properties but found no willing “takers.”

Annual Report. John presented the third draft of the annual report.  One minor correction was suggested.  A Toscano/Matross to accept the report was approved by unanimous vote.  John has posted it at www.wsnac.net and will see to it distribution to the city council and PED.
The committee suggested that WSNAC make a formal, “in person report” to the city council as a way of updating the council on WSNAC activities.  John will work with Scott and Russ to facilitate a presentation.
In response to a question about the budget, John replied that it was in excess of $31,000.  The actual amount is $31,901.96.
Proxy Voting. John presented an edited draft of the proxy voting language for committee approval prior to formal inclusion in the WSNAC bylaws.  Three minor changes were suggested.  A Toscano/ Bannigan motion to accept the updated proxy voting language and to include it as a new section in the bylaws met with unanimous approval.  John has added the language to the bylaws and has posted it at www.wsnac.net.  A copy of the approved proxy voting language is attached to the minutes.
Subcommittee Reports. The Campus Development subcommittee did not meet this month due to a conflict with Election Day.  It will convene in December to address Finn Street reconstruction.  A city traffic engineer will also attend.  In response to the city’s request for St. Thomas to produce updated Finn traffic and turning counts, SRF Consulting will conduct counts on Wednesday, November 12.

Since traffic and parking issues also lie within the purview of  the Traffic, Parking, Safety and Student Relations (TPS & SR) subcommittee, Leo expressed concern for including the subcommittee’s input in the process.  He plans to attend the Campus Development subcommittee meeting.  The Campus Development subcommittee was asked to consider the Finn Street issue to reduce TPS & SR’s workload and because it initially dealt with the question as a part of the McNeely Hall construction project.  WSNAC members and others are encouraged to attend the Campus Development meeting on December 2.
Jim Sachs reported that T PS & SR is still working on an informational flyer it plans to distribute by hand to neighbors.  He indicated that the subcommittee heard a lengthy HOURCAR presentation from a member of the  Neighborhood Energy Connection with the idea that the university would participate in the car share program by purchasing a vehicle and providing a campus parking space so that the car could be used by program participants—students, faculty, staff and neighbors.  The purchase price has recently been reduced by McKnight Foundation grant assistance.  Doug will revisit the issue with the UST senior staff.  Elis plans to take the issue to the Undergraduate Student Government (USG).  Sentiment was expressed to invite the NEC to make a presentation at a future committee meeting.  Interested persons may read more about the NEC’s HOURCAR program at http://www.thenec.org/hourcar/
There was no new or other business.

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
THE NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2008 AT 6:30 P.M. IN 155 MURRAY-HERRICK HALL.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair
