West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

January 13, 2009
Members Present: Scott Banas, John Bannigan, Joel Clemmer, Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Jeanne Matross, Les Meltzer, Jim Sachs, Jim Toscano, Leo Viktora.
Guests: Mike Barrett, UST Public Safety; Roger Bromander Union Park DC; Clarence Chaplin, 1921 Lincoln; Mary Davis, District 14; Dean Karen Lange, UST; Senior Commander Colleen Luna, SPPD, Dan Meuwissen, UST Public Safety, Julie Oney, Union Park DC, Sgt. Paul Schnell, SPPD.
The meeting commenced at 6:39 p.m.
Introductions, agenda and approval of minutes.
The agenda and the November 11, 2008 minutes were approved as submitted.  The minutes will be posted at www.wsnac.net.
Neighborhood quality of living follow up.
Mike Barrett talked about the creation of a Public Safety report for any neighborhood complaint his office receives.  After an initial response by his office, the reports are shared with the Dean of Students and the Neighborhood Liaison for follow up.  From September to December 2006, Public Safety received 52 neighborhood disturbance complaints.  There were 82 and 58 for the same respective time periods in 2007 and 2008.  In the fall of 2008, only six rental houses had repeat complaints.

Sgt. Schnell supervised the ZAP program in the spring/fall 2008.  He reported that the program’s focus has shifted from identifying those “who provide the atmosphere and access to alcohol” to identifying underage drinkers.  SPPD issued approximately 130 citations (predominantly for underage consumption and not only to UST students) this past fall.  Sgt Schnell estimated that he and his officers came into advisory contact with about 2100 young people during the fall and spring of 2008, further stating that his estimate included all St. Paul college high school students.

Senior Commander Luna reported that this fall her staff recorded 89 “calls to premises” for party house complaints.  They also conducted approximately 90 “knock and talks,” which are proactive visits to tenants of rental houses.  She underscored her availability to citizens and her willingness to address any issue of concern with citizens in the Western District and distributed her business cards to all present, telling all not to hesitate to contact her directly.
Since the police have difficulty managing responses to larger disturbances with minimum staff, they are pursuing new methods of intervention.  They are researching, and plan to propose, some form of “social host legislation” to the city council this spring so that more pressure may be brought to bear on (and more responsibility may be expected of) party hosts and landlords.  They hope to have social host legislation in place by fall 2009.  Additionally, the police are working on plan to institute some kind of mediation program so that neighbors and students may address their issues of concern in civil manner and setting.

Campus Development subcommittee updates.
Doug reported that he and Scott finally signed the city’s Memo of Understanding, an agreement to conduct one comprehensive EAW for the university’s anticipated Athletic and Recreation Center and Student Center construction projects.  He mentioned that he sent a preliminary copy of the estimated planning and construction timetables to all WSNAC members but there was no ensuing discussion.

The subcommittee also considered the Finn Street reconstruction project to be accomplished this spring, summer and fall between Summit and Grand avenues as a part of the city’s larger curb and gutter project for Finn between Summit and St. Clair, Mount Curve from Fairmount to St. Clair, Lincoln and Princeton from Cleveland to Cretin, Goodrich between Cleveland and the River Road, and Sargent between Cleveland and Woodlawn.

Finn Street between Summit and Grand does not have contiguous curbs and varies in width from 35 feet from the alley north to Summit to 30 feet from the alley south to Grand.  The subcommittee discussed the issue at two meetings, reviewed a traffic and pedestrian study conducted by SRF Inc, met with city traffic engineer Monica Beeman and arrived at three basic agreements, detailed the subcommittee’s minutes.  WSNAC agreed with the subcommittee’s findings—those Finn Street design elements encompassed by the following Bannigan/Toscano motion, which was approved by unanimous vote.

WSNAC supports the reconstruction and installation of curbs on Finn Street between Summit and Grand avenues to a street width of 36 feet with the understanding there will be no change in the current parking regulations, an examination of a plan to improve driver visibility at Finn and Summit, the installation of additional street signage, and the university’s commitment to conduct another traffic/pedestrian study at a later date to re-assess conditions as university building projects occur.
Russ Stark did express concerns about constructing a wider street, stating that wider streets encourage faster driving, but he did not want to stand in the way of the committee’s work.  Jim Toscano suggested that the city re-address its general standards for college and university parking requirements since more people are driving now that when the standards were adopted.

Subcommittee updates.
TPS&SR accomplished its business by attending and participating in the Campus Development meeting on Finn Street.  The Housing subcommittee continues to try to find a more cost effective housing buyback model, is conducting an updated study of the student housing stock, and is renewing its new faculty housing outreach program.

New/other business.

Joel brought up the “Goodrich street paver” issue, which will be taken up by the District 14 Transportation Committee on January 26.  15 of the 17 Goodrich households between Cretin and the River Road signed a petition to install brick pavers in lieu of an asphalt road surface as a part of the Finn Street curb and gutter project.  St. Thomas also agreed to the project even though it will have to pay an additional $30,000 assessment.  It is expected that District 14 will approve the project and it will be forwarded to city council.  Since the city would bear a significant financial increase to install the pavers, there is some question whether the paver project will gain approval given the current economic climate.
Russ spoke briefly about city, state, and federal budget concerns.  He anticipates “very tough year” as far as the city’s budget is concerned, stating the mayor has already asked all city departments to look at budget proposals with 20% reductions.

The meeting adjourned at  7:57 p.m.

THE NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2009 AT 6:30 P.M. IN 155 MURRAY-HERRICK HALL.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair

