West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

September 11, 2007

Members Present: Scott Banas, John Bannigan, Danielle Carroll, Joel Clemmer, Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Marc Manderscheid, , Les Meltzer, Tim Mulrooney, Alyssa Rebensdorf, Jim Sachs.

Guests. Pat Harris, Ward 3 City Council; Tanya Hietpas, Edina Realty.
The meeting commenced at 6:36 p.m.

Introductions, agenda and approval of minutes.
Introductions were made and we welcomed new member, Danielle Carroll.  The agenda was approved with one minor addition and the June 12, 2007 minutes were approved as submitted.  The minutes will be posted at www.wsnac.net. 
Ford Plant presentation.
Pat Harris spoke about the planning process for the re-development of the 140-acre Ford Plant site.  The factory is set to close in 2008 but may not close until as late as 2010.  Nevertheless, the plant will eventually cease operation.  In an attempt to affect as many positive outcomes as possible prior to the sale and re-zoning of the property, the city worked proactively by creating a task force (appointed by the chair of the Planning Commission) to study a wide variety issues. Subsequently, the city hired a Denver-based consulting firm, EDAW, to guide the planning and land use evaluation process.  The task force has submitted five different development models to Ford and the city for in-depth review.  Ford and the city will select two of those options as possible models and will return their recommendations to the task force, which will then ultimately make a final recommendation to Ford.  Ford will choose a developer to work on the site.

Pat is pleased with the process so far and believes that it has been an inclusive process, one sensitive to needs to St. Paul and the neighborhood.  He recognizes that tough decisions lie ahead.  He suggested that members consult the city’s Web site for a more complete understanding of all the issues.
Committee members then expressed their concerns on issues related to traffic flow, public transportation, the disposition of the CP rail corridor, and overall development models.
WSNAC membership reappointments.
A Hershey/Manderscheid motion was unanimously approved to appoint: Scott Banas to a two-year term as WSNAC co-chair; Joel Clemmer to a two-year term (pending community council approval) as a Macalester-Groveland Community Council representative; Marc Manderscheid to a two-year term as a Neighbors United representative; Jeanne Matross to a two-year term as a District Council 13 representative; Jim Toscano to a two-year term as a SARPA representative.
Web site update.
John briefly highlighted changes made to the www.wsnac.net front page.  It now includes an “important dates” section.

Annual Report.

A Hershey/Manderscheid motion was unanimously approved to approve the annual report as submitted with one minor change to the wording on page 5 in the section which addresses the covenant on 75 Cleveland Avenue South.  The report will be submitted to St. Paul City Council and the Department of Planning and Economic Development and posted on www.wsnac.net.

Housing Buyback Program Purchase Area.
There was considerable but inconclusive discussion about the philosophy of and the location of the concentrated purchase area of the housing buyback program.  An effective mechanism to approve/disapprove exception requests is also needed.  A Manderscheid/Mulrooney motion was unanimously approved to return the issue to the Housing subcommittee for further study.  The subcommittee is directed to develop guidelines to help the project achieve the greatest possible positive impact.  The subcommittee is expected to bring its recommendation back to the full committee.
The remainder of the agenda was tabled due to time constraints.

The meeting adjourned at 8: 26 p.m.

THE NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2007 AT 6:30 P.M. IN 155 MURRAY-HERRICK HALL.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair

