West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

April 8, 2008
Members Present: John Bannigan, Rebecca Cooke, Doug Hennes, Samantha Henningson, John Hershey, Jeanne Matross, Les Meltzer, Jim Sachs, Jim Toscano.

Guests: Nina Axelson, Rock-Tenn Advisory Panel; Don Briel, UST Catholic Studies chair; Justin Conlin, UST Diabetes Awareness Club; Kurt Dale, Anderson Dale Architects; Scott Heiderich, 1966 Portland; Jane McClure, Highland Villager; Sharon Reid, 2039 Portland.
The meeting commenced at 6:35 p.m.
Introductions, agenda and approval of minutes. John called the meeting to order and announced that Scott called in sick, while Joel and Mark had conflicts and could not attend.  Introductions were made.  The March 11, 2008 minutes and the meeting agenda were approved as submitted; the minutes will be posted at www.wsnac.net.
Diabetes Awareness Club. UST student Justin Conlin spoke in behalf of the Diabetes Awareness Club.  The group seeks to raise awareness of the disease through on-campus events and has formally affiliated with American Diabetes Association.  The club is hosting the UST Walk for Diabetes on the football field on Friday, May 9 from 5:00-9:00 p.m.  Justin wanted to extend participation opportunity to neighbors and invited WSNAC members and friends to participate.
Rock-Tenn Community Advisory Panel. Nina Axelson, Outreach Coordinator for the Rock-Tenn Community Advisory Panel (RCAP), reported on the Rock-Tenn recycling plant issue.  The facility accounts for about 50% of paper recycling in the state and needs a new energy source because, in August 2007, Xcel Energy closed the High Bridge power plant, which provided steam energy to Rock-Tenn.  The company is currently burning #6 fuel oil as a substitute.  Rock-Tenn estimates it is spending a million dollars a month since the energy sources change and needs to find an alternate energy solution.

The RCAP panel, a committee of 15 community representatives, formed in August 2007 and has been studying the issue in conjunction with the St. Paul Port Authority, District Energy, and two larger consulting groups.  RCAP is charged with reviewing all the recommendations to find “the most economical and feasibly technical solution with the least impact.”  The committee’s goal is to complete its various studies and presentations by June.  This summer, it hopes to make a recommendation to district councils 11, 12, 13, and 14 for reaction.
Ultimately RCAP and the Port Authority will make separate recommendations to city council.  The council will likely address the issue in the fall.  The council’s decision is by no means final as its recommendation must then undergo a lengthy Environmental Impact Study.  Nina finished her presentation by encouraging interested citizens to participate the in the process by directing them to public forum opportunities.

Sitzmann Hall. Doug Hennes introduced Don Briel, UST Catholic Studies chair, and Kurt Dale of Anderson Dale Architects.  Doug reported that after a fall presentation for Sitzmann expansion, the university took its initial proposal—adding 7,000 square feet via an alley garage/chapel element and an underground connection—off the table and “went back to the drawing board.”  He indicated that the university presented a new plan to the Campus Development subcommittee last week for review and comment; he requested additional feedback from WSNAC.

Kurt stated that he created a new design by taking a committee suggestion of adding on to Sitzmann by building into the “L-shape” space behind the it.  He described the new plan, indicating that it calls for just over 4,000 square feet of new space on four levels.  The below-grade design provides for storage and mechanicals.  The first floor will house a new classroom and office space; the second floor contains a chapel and offices while the top floor provides additional office space.  He reported that he is also looking at “filling in” the parking area in front of the Cleveland garage doors thereby adding more green space and reducing a traffic variable.  The roof line has not been altered but the “line will be completed on the Cleveland side;” the appearance from Summit will not change.  There are no plans for alley parking and plans do call for rebuilding the entire retaining wall.  He said he made an effort to keep the design in “character and scale” with the neighborhood.
Construction would not require closing the alley but the alley would be the primary construction entry point.  A crane will not be needed for the project.  There is no need for pile-driving.  Ground water should not be an issue since the water table is below the digging area.  Construction crews will be directed not to park on adjacent streets; major construction should occur in the summer months when there is less demand for UST parking.
Doug reported that the initial responses from the subcommittee and the Heritage Preservation Committee staff person were to reduce the massing by changing roofline design.  Kurt emphasized that, although he does not anticipate major changes by bringing forward a completely different plan, he is continuing to tweak the design in response to those comments and hopes to reduce the massing feel by breaking the Cleveland/alley design into smaller elements.
Don stated that he doesn’t anticipate an increase in full time staff.  Maximum graduate class size is 15 students; maximum undergraduate class size is 20 students.  He feels the program won’t grow beyond its current point since the majority of his students are double majors or are completing joint graduate degree programs.  He does not feel any need to extend beyond the current expansion footprint.  The new space new space is designed primarily for reorganization purposes: to create a chapel, to provide adequate storage particularly for publications, to add one new classroom, and to provide larger office areas for current faculty and staff.

Concerns were expressed regarding UST’s willingness to guarantee no further building on the campus area east of Cleveland should the Sitzmann project go forward.  Jim Toscano stated that the “community does not want further expansion.”  He suggested that in exchange for adding on to Sitzmann that the university guarantee no more building east of Cleveland for the next 20 years, that the university limit itself to purchasing only one more Summit house for use by an ex-president or chancellor, and that the university gradually discontinue using its current buildings as 44 Cleveland North and 2057 Portland.

Doug indicated that he would like to hear the committee’s complete response to the proposal at the May 6 meeting after its has had an opportunity to review a more refined design.  At that time, he would take any formal WSNAC request for university concessions to his supervisors for a response.

1,000 Benches. Jeanne presented the “1,000 benches project” with which she is working in behalf of the Union Park District Council.  The project seeks to place 1,000 park benches along walking routes in Ramsey County and the county has agreed to pay half of each bench price, about $600.  In conjunction with the city, the council is applying to place a 14-bench route from Skyline Towers extending across I-94 to Summit-at-Hamline and then west on the Summit median to the river.  Jeanne hopes to gain WSNAC support for the parks-approved project and requested a referral to a WSNAC subcommittee in order to bring a recommendation back to the full committee at the May 6 meeting.  Jim Toscano and Doug agreed to take the issue to the Campus Development subcommittee.

John reported that the city installed pedestrian countdown signage at the Cretin-Summit intersection two days ago.  The project came about because plans call for installation of countdown signs at Cretin-Grand as a part of the ramp construction project.  The university contacted the city and suggested the installation of additional countdown signs at Cretin-Summit.  The university and the city split the cost of the project.
The meeting adjourned at 7:54 p.m.

THE NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2008 AT 6:30 P.M. IN 155 MURRAY-HERRICK HALL.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair

