West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

December 11, 2007

Members Present: Scott Banas, Joel Clemmer, Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Jeanne Matross, Les Meltzer, Alyssa Rebensdorf, Jim Sachs.
Guests: Dan Young Dixon & Joe Downs, Opus Northwest; Jessica Webb, University of St. Thomas; Rachel Westermeyer, 1935 Summit Avenue.
The meeting commenced at 6:36 p.m.
Introductions, agenda and approval of minutes:

The agenda was amended and approved with the tabling of the buyback purchase area discussion due to light attendance.  The November 13, 2007 minutes were approved as submitted.  The minutes will be posted at www.wsnac.net.
Parking Ramp and Construction Updates:

Doug presented an update of the parking ramp project.  Tomorrow, Ryan Companies will submit a site plan to the city.  There are no significant alterations to the plans, which still call for a five-level ramp (four above-grade) for approximately 700 vehicles.  Those plans were reviewed by WSNAC and the community councils.  The city did not require a public hearing but St. Thomas requested that one be held in January or February 2008.

In conjunction with ramp project, St. Thomas also plans to add a basketball court to the north end of McCarthy Gymnasium on the site of the 33-space parking lot.  The gym will replace the one which will be lost when O’Shaughnessy Hall is razed to make way for the student center.  Construction on both projects will begin in May 2008.  The university hopes to occupy the gymnasium in October 2008 and to open the ramp in February/March 2009.  Doug will bring construction management plans to WSNAC early next year.

On other construction items, the university is exploring options to place maintenance garage on the main campus in the vicinity of the receiving, recycling, and the Physical Plant building.  The tennis court replacement is on hold for the time being.  The university must also replace other athletic facilities which will be lost at the time O’Shaughnessy is razed—a pool, locker rooms, offices, weight rooms, a training room, a fitness center.  They will likely be included in a field house renovation project but the pool may be moved to a renovated site at the south end of McCarthy Gym.  No final decisions have been made about the athletic facility issues but St. Thomas hopes to renovate the field house in 2009-10 so that it can raze O’Shaughnessy and start campus center construction in the spring of 2010.
Student Center Site Plan:

Doug introduced Dan Young Dixon and Joe Downs of Opus to follow up the March 2006 WSNAC discussion about student center plans.  The discussion was renewed last week when they made a presentation to the Campus Development subcommittee.  The university has defined an L-shaped, Collegiate Gothic footprint of approximately 190-200,000 square feet with wings along Cretin and Summit.  St. Thomas plans to submit a proposal for city review in March 2009.  Plans must undergo three reviews: an EAW, a historic district review, and a site plan review.  The process should take about a year.  St. Thomas would like to begin construction in summer 2010.  Final programmatic decisions about building use and function have not been made but space for contract dining, casual dining, student affairs offices, student recreation, student organizations offices, a ball room, meeting rooms, and an art museum will be provided.

Dan Young Dixon presented the site plan, highlighting the extension/expansion of the lower quadrangle, the inclusion of the stadium entrance as a more significant part of the campus, the extension of the green belt along Summit, and the need to respect the architectural continuity along the Summit face.  Service functions will be accessed from Cretin, trucks using “right-in/right-out” access only.  All service bays will be enclosed.  Intercampus bus service will be moved from in front of the Arches to the west side of the new building where drivers will use Cretin to access up to 150 below-grade parking spaces.

Joe Downs addressed the considerations Opus us making to expand underground parking, perhaps by adding a second level or by extending the space out toward Summit.  The lower level plans also call for some programmatic function.

All plans are being made in accordance with the 1990 SCUP, which includes minimum setbacks of 100 feet from the Summit property line and 50 feet from the Cretin property line.  Opus is thinking very carefully about pedestrian flow issues and understands the need to consider the Summit/Cretin crossing area as a part of the project.
Committee concerns included a caution not to add fencing to guide pedestrians that also closes off the campus; an advisement to make sure that Summit and Cretin facades are “neighborhood friendly,” perhaps even including garden areas and public art; requests to minimize neighborhood impact of external and internal lighting and to maximize the on-site parking capacity; and an appeal to conduct a careful and thoughtful analysis of pedestrian and vehicular traffic and safety issues.  A request was also made that Opus bring examples of other student centers it has studied in making design preparations, especially including plans for those centers that have had to integrate fully with a residential neighborhood.  Dan agreed to bring those to the next meeting he attends.
Doug concluded the discussion by saying that St. Thomas and Opus will update the committee at a January or February 2008 meeting and will continue to address the issues with WSNAC on virtually a month-by-month basis as planning goes forward.

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

THE NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAYJANUARY 8, 2008 AT 6:30 P.M. IN 155 MURRAY-HERRICK HALL.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair

