West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

October 9, 2007

Members Present: Scott Banas, John Bannigan, Danielle Carroll, Joel Clemmer, Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Marc Manderscheid, , Les Meltzer, Jane Prince, Alyssa Rebensdorf.

Guests: Jane McClure, Highland Villager.
The meeting commenced at 6:35 p.m.
Introductions, agenda and approval of minutes:

The agenda was approved with one minor alteration and the September 11, 2007 minutes were unanimously approved as submitted on a Manderscheid/Bannigan motion.  The minutes will be posted at www.wsnac.net.
Campus Development subcommittee report:

Doug highlighted his “UST long- and short-term development plans presentation” to the subcommittee in September, which he also shared with WSNAC via the subcommittee minutes:

UST will renovate 2151 and 2139 Grand this summer “for use by resident students beginning with the 2008-09 school year.”
The Sitzmann Hall project is moving back to “the front burner.”  Doug will bring the matter to the subcommittee at the November 6 subcommittee meeting and urged all interested people to attend.
In the late fall and early winter of 2007-08, UST plans to apply for the requisite permits in order to begin construction of the South campus parking lot on the tennis court site.  In all likelihood it will do concurrent construction, in the vicinity the Service Center , of a maintenance garage, which it must build in order to effect the “CUP-required” relocation from 2076 Grand because the university must divest itself of that property.  “The ramp should open by the beginning of the 2009-10 school year.”
Plans are going forward to construct a new student center on the Lot H site at the corner of Cretin and Summit.  UST hopes to begin and complete construction in 2010-11.  No footprint has yet been determined.  Marc requested that UST bring Opus to a WSNAC meeting to receive input on plans prior to making final siting and design plans.
Because the student center construction necessitates the razing of O’Shaughnessy Hall, which houses athletic department offices and some facilities and is adjacent to Lot H, UST is considering replacing the gymnasium it will lose there by adding a gymnasium to the north end of McCarthy Gymnasium.  It is possible, depending on funding allocation, that UST will do that project along with the ramp and maintenance garage projects but a final decision has not been reached.
UST is considering replacing the other athletic facilities it loses by the razing O’Shaughnessy Hall by adding space underneath the current field house.  “If the field house project moves forward, St. Thomas would likely seek a construction period from summer 2009 to summer 2010, after which O’Shaughnessy would be razed to make way for the student center project.  St Thomas hopes to make a decision on the field house issues by spring, or summer 2008.
Once the student center is completed, estimated fall 2011, UST will renovate Murray-Herrick Hall.  The development is expected to meet a mixture of academic and administrative needs but no future use has been precisely determined.

Long-term issues that have no timetable include the renovation/expansion of Brady Education Center; the development of the “west block” residential village, the construction of apartment-style housing on the “east block,” the construction of a second academic building on Summit, the renovation or replacement of Ireland, Cretin and Grace halls, and the replacement of the Faculty Residence.

Proxy voting:
Les, Marc, and John Bannigan volunteered to recommend a system for committee members to use in order to designate proxy voting, particularly on substantive issues.  They will report back to the committee in January 2008.

Traffic, Parking, Safety & Student Relations subcommittee report:

Neither co-chair was able to attend the meeting but Alyssa and Dani reported on positive progress in student relations issues as a result of the last subcommittee meeting.  Dani indicated that the Undergraduate Student Government (USG) is working on a peer-response program to problematic rental house issues, the addressing of student-neighbor relations by making the topic a primary subject of discussion at both USG and WSNAC meetings and a renewed focus this spring on renter education.

Alyssa suggested dovetailing the USG effort with a young alumni effort.  Les expressed particular frustration at a perceived lack of firm response by the UST discipline system to “party house offenses.”  Significant discussion ensued, including the expressed frustration that the lack of clear evidentiary support often makes it difficult for the discipline to kick in.

Housing subcommittee report:
Alyssa indicated that the subcommittee engaged in a “long and difficult discussion” regarding the definition of the “housing buyback purchase area.”  She will bring a draft of the subcommittee’s progress to its next meeting and hopes to present a recommendation at the next WSNAC meeting.

John reported that UST has converted seven student rental properties to owner-occupancy.  He also indicated that former owner of 2034-36 Ashland has voluntarily foreclosed on the property.  In the spring of 2006, WSNAC approved the university’s contribution to the former owner in order to help him convert a rental duplex to a single-family home.  WSNAC also approved the granting of “two house credits” for the investment.  At that time, the former owner purchased the property, began to rehab it and then stopped work due to financial difficulties.  The project has been at a standstill for over a year.  There is now a new owner who understands the nature of the restrictive covenant on the property and who plans to continue its development as a single-family, owner-occupied property.  In addition, the owner plans to engage the Edina realtor whom St. Thomas uses in order to sell its properties on which restrictive covenants have been placed.
Alyssa brought up the continuing issue of the problems associated with lack of enforcement of the restrictive covenant on 75 South Cleveland but no resolution was reached.

Community Building 101:

Joel suggested that the committee consider hosting a “town and gown conference” in conjunction with other local colleges should it identify “a cluster of issues” which it would like to address in a more thorough way.  Jane suggested that WSNAC consider sending a representative to “university/community caucus” at the National League of Cities convention.  No action was taken on either item but both were taken under consideration.
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. – on schedule!
THE NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2007 AT 6:30 P.M. IN 155 MURRAY-HERRICK HALL.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair

