West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

May 8, 2007
Members Present: Scott Banas, Joel Clemmer, Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Marc Manderscheid, Jeanne Matross, Les Meltzer, , Alyssa Rebensdorf, Jim Sachs.

Invited Guests: Jeff Bednar, SRF Consulting Group; Monica Beeman, St. Paul Traffic Engineering; Dan Elenbaas, Ryan Companies US; Mark Swanson, Ryan Companies US.

Guests: Margaret Grove and her husband, Shane, 2198 Goodrich.
The meeting was called to order at 6:38 p.m.  The agenda was approved; the April 10, 2007 minutes were approved.  The minutes will be posted at www.wsnac.net.

Membership.
John announced membership changes.  Marc Manderscheid will complete Ian Charpentier’s term and assume a two-year appointment in behalf of Neighbors United as of September 1, 2007.  UST student and member the UST Undergraduate Student Government has been elected as a student representative to WSNAC and will begin attending meetings in September.  She will be in Texas for the summer.

Proxy Voting.

Marc and Alyssa expressed concerns about proxy voting in case of an unavoidable meeting absence.  There are no provisions in the bylaws for proxy voting.  The issue will become a future agenda item.

UST Polling Place.
Doug indicated that the city is interested in using St. Thomas as a polling place for the precinct bounded by Summit, Marshall, Fairview, and the river and UST has offered The Great Room in McNeely Hall.  The committee approved of the proposed usage provided that the university posts appropriate educational signage to direct voters to UST lots.  Doug will proceed with making those arrangements.

Parking Ramp design.

Doug introduced Mark Swanson of Ryan Companies who addressed some minor ramp design changes and decisions.  UST has elected to stay with the “pointed gable” design for the tower to match it with the tower at the seminary.  Mark presented design enlargement pictures of the monument signage examples for the lot entrance, the façade sections of pre-cast Kasota stone and thin-set brick, and of the Kasota stone for the tower.  Ryan plans to infill the open areas on the ground level with painted metal grillwork to match the existing south campus fencing.  UST has decided not to include vertical mullions into the dividing façade sections.

The lighting will feature a combination of energy conservation and safety measures.  (Cameras will be installed in the ramp as an additional safety measure.)  The lights in the ramp will be designed to focus down and not out; the tower will be lit internally but not by spots.  Concern was expressed about light spillage, especially from the open top level.  Ryan has considered that issue in its design and Monica Beeman noted that spillage will be a part of the city’s site plan review process.

The design calls for the retention of as many trees as possible.  The existing parking lot between the tennis courts and Cretin will be replaced by green space over an underground water retention system for slow drainage infiltration.

Alyssa encouraged UST and Ryan to create a “friendly green space,” one appropriate to “social gathering” rather than a place where strangers might “lurk.”  Ryan will continue to tweak the landscaping design as plans go forward.

Marc encouraged UST to re-visit the idea of adopting a square, rather than pointed, tower and of including mullions in the design, suggesting that Ryan consider designing the ramp to make it a “good looking building” rather than a “good looking parking ramp.”  He expressed overall appreciation of the design improvements.

Parking ramp traffic study.

Jeff Bednar of SRF Consulting Group shared a detailed traffic study presentation.  He noted that plans for the ramp include a spring 2009 opening and that he geared the study to address “the worst case 2010 scenario” when Lot H will be closed and the ramp will get its heaviest use.  He also noted that the ramp is being designed to accommodate a redistribution of UST-bound traffic, not an increase in it.  He reviewed morning and evening peak traffic counts and conditions from March 27 and 28, evaluated the levels of service for all traffic movements at several intersections, provided an estimated forecast of a directional distribution of ramp trips, and gave an estimated overall traffic growth projection—regardless of UST construction projects.

SRF recommended:

 The installation of “exclusive north and southbound left-turn lanes” at Cretin and Grand without the installation of traffic turn arrows to keep intersection levels of service at acceptable levels.

( The re-striping of the campus drive to provide “end to end left turn lanes” into the ramp.

( The implementation of a feasibility study to develop a preliminary design concept for the widening of the west side of Cretin to accommodate the turn lanes and through traffic without negative impact to the neighborhood.

There was significant and lengthy discussion of all of technical aspects of the presentation and many suggestions were offered for consideration including the installation of: countdown pedestrian crossing signs; wider, pedestrian-friendly sidewalks, street crossing areas, and waiting pads; street lighting; turn restriction signs at alleys; no parking signs on parts of Cretin; and the implementation of a UST parking policy which encourages full usage of the ramp.

Doug indicated that he will bring preliminary design concept ideas for pedestrian movement, traffic lanes, and lane design to the June meeting.

Campus Development subcommittee attendance:

Doug polled the group for ideas about improving WSNAC attendance for his and Jim’s subcommittee meetings.  They are considering changing the meeting date to improve attendance.  We will address this at a future meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m.

THE NEXT WSNAC MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 2007 @ 6:30 P.M. IN 154 MURRARY-HERRICK HALL.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair

