West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

April 10, 2007
Members Present: Scott Banas, John Bannigan, Joel Clemmer, Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Jeanne Matross, Les Meltzer, Tim Mulrooney, Alyssa Rebensdorf, Jim Sachs, Jim Toscano.

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m.  The agenda was approved; the March 13, 2007 minutes were approved with one minor correction.  The minutes will be posted at www.wsnac.net.
Bylaws.
A Hershey/Sachs motion to amend the bylaws by granting St. Thomas the right to use its three votes according to its discretion was unanimously approved.  The change permits any three of the five university representatives to vote, rather than limiting UST’s voting privileges to an administrator, a trustee, and a student.  The actual number of “UST votes” is not changed.  The bylaws will be edited to reflect the substance of the motion.

Member Recognition.

John H suggested that the committee institute the practice of formally recognizing the contributions of its outgoing members.  The committee directed him to make suitable and appropriate arrangements for certificate design and for other modest award items.

Student Representative.
John H reported on his ongoing effort to standardize a student representative appointment mechanism, which permits the student the flexibility to attend the regular monthly meetings without a class conflict.  WSNAC has not had an active student representative this year.  John will continue to work with the All College Council and request them to make an appropriate appointment.

Web site update.

At the suggestion of the Traffic, Parking, Safety and Student Relations subcommittee, John H has added more links to the “Related St. Thomas Web sites” portion of the WSNAC page.  He also updated the Arches newsletter links and created a text box on the site’s main page, which allows him to provide updated information about upcoming WSNAC-related or UST public events (such as graduation, homecoming, the marathon, or the St. Paul Classic Bike Tour).

Housing subcommittee.

1. John H reported that the subcommittee will hold its regular meeting on April 17.  The group has invited Jan Morlock (University Relations at the University of Minnesota), Tom Welna (director of Macalester College’s High Winds program), and Tanya Hietpas (an Edina realtor) to discuss ways to attract home-owners to the neighborhood.

2. The subcommittee is combining with the Traffic, Parking, Safety, and Student Relations subcommittee to co-sponsor a community housing forum on May 1 at 7:00 p.m. in the 3M Auditorium of Owens Hall.  The event will be hosted by Jay Benanav and Pat Harris and will include presentations by Jim Sachs of UST and by city officials Bob Kessler, Michael Urmann, and Steve Zaccard.
Campus Development subcommittee.

1. Doug reported that the subcommittee did not meet in April.  Its next meeting will coincide with the regularly scheduled, May 8 WSNAC meeting.  City traffic engineers and the SRF consulting group will present their findings and recommendations concerning the recently conducted traffic counts as related to the proposed parking ramp project.

2. Doug also indicated that he hopes to bring John Albers of Opus Northwest to a summer meeting to continue discussion about the campus center project.  In conjunction with that project, the university is considering an expansion of its field house to accommodate athletic department functions which will be lost if O’Shaughnessy Hall, a vital part of the current athletic facility, is razed to make room for the campus center.
Traffic, Parking, Safety, and Student Relations subcommittee.

1. Jim Sachs reported that the subcommittee is addressing ongoing issues related to outdoor lighting, member education, the ZAP program, and a meeting with a city attorney with regard to court sanctions for students.  The group is combining its May meeting with the Housing subcommittee and will next meet in August.

2. Tim made a presentation to the Streets and Utilities division of the Capital Improvement Budget committee in support of its proposal to upgrade Summit Avenue lighting between Cleveland and Cretin.  There are many requests for a limited budget but a funding decision has not yet been reached.
The meeting adjourned at 7:23 p.m.

THE NEXT WSNAC MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, MAY 8, 2007 @ 6:30 P.M. IN 154 MURRARY-HERRICK HALL.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair

