West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

November 14, 2006

Members Present: Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Marc Manderscheid, Les Meltzer, Tim Mulrooney, Jim Sachs, Mike Thyken, Jim Toscano.

Guests: Joel Clemmer, Macalester-Groveland Community Council.
The meeting was called to order at 6:36 p.m.  The agenda and minutes were approved unanimously as submitted on Sachs/Toscano and Mulrooney/Meltzer motions.  The minutes will be posted at www.wsnac.net. 

Jim Toscano made special note of the positive impression St. Thomas students created by trick-or-treating for the food shelf.
Campus Development subcommittee co-chair appointments.

John noted the proposed bylaw changes include a paragraph that gives the co-chairs responsibility for recruiting subcommittee co-chairs, which is the way that WSNAC has been functioning.
A Sachs/Manderscheid motion passed with unanimous approval to appoint Doug Hennes to a two-year term and Jim Toscano to a one-year term as co-chairs of the Campus Development subcommittee.
Bylaws.
John presented the four proposed bylaw changes and three met with approval.  The committee spent considerable time discussing the voting structure.  Jim Toscano explained the operative political theory behind the present structure, which is designed so that in order to gain approval on any motion, the university must have the support of at least half of the neighborhood votes.   Doug spoke in support of the conventional ‘one person, one vote’ theory, stating his belief that it is fairest to allow all five St. Thomas members of the committee—not just three—to cast votes.  He knows few, if any, organizations where elected or appointed members of boards or committees are expected to show up and participate in meetings but then are not allowed to vote.

There was some hesitancy to make any change without giving absent WSNAC members chances to weigh in with their opinions.

John will amend the bylaws to reflect those three changes and will post that document at www.wsnac.net.

Housing subcommittee.
John reported that the subcommittee is meeting tomorrow and, in an effort to educate the mayor on the student-rental housing situation in this area, is working through Jane Prince on a “rental housing walkabout” with the mayor’s office.
The subcommittee is also working with a Fairmount Avenue group of neighbors who have expressed interest in placing restrictive covenants on their deeds but the planned November meeting has been postponed until January 2007.

There is no change in the housing buyback program.  The university has taken 2077 Selby off the market and will do some rehab work before marketing in once again in the spring.
Campus Development subcommittee.

Doug reported that the subcommittee (Doug, John, Scott Banas, and Jeanne Matross) took a “road trip” to Macalester College on November 6 to hear a presentation on sustainable urban development by Anthony Flynn of the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy.

The December meeting will address parking ramp or campus center plans but there are currently no pressing development issues.  Jim Toscano and Doug will set an agenda.

There will be no January meeting since the first Monday of the month is a holiday.  At Marc’s request the co-chairs will explore a change of regular meeting time to accommodate more interested parties.

Traffic, Parking, Safety & Student Relations subcommittee.

Tim detailed the results of the subcommittee’s meeting with Paul St. Martin, a city lighting official.  The request to improve street lighting on Summit and Cleveland avenues met with initial resistance due to budget concerns but Paul expressed a willingness to clean some street lights to do some tree trimming.  Dan Meuwissen, public safety director at St. Thomas, will acquire a CIB grant form so that the subcommittee can request further improvements.  Paul plans to attend the next subcommittee meeting.  Les suggested that the subcommittee investigate the city’s intent to improve lighting as it has recently completed a similar project on Summit east of Lexington.  If such plans exist, he suggested that the subcommittee try to “piggy-back” its project onto those plans.
Jim Sachs indicated that the subcommittee is addressing student discipline issues and is exploring discipline responses which include community service options.  The dean’s office is working with a variety of community groups to try to create those opportunities.  The subcommittee will discuss party-house issues at its next meeting.

Other Business.

Marc requested that the university explore the installation of additional signage for motorists to indicate the presence of a legal crosswalk in front of the Arches.  He also requested additional signage to direct pedestrians from the southwest corner to the Summit/Finn intersection to the new crosswalk.  John will work to get those changes made.
Marc expressed concerns about the current UST shuttle bus route, which directs the St. Paul-bound bus east on Summit to a U-turn at Cleveland.  Doug and John are working with the city to create a route that will permit the St. Paul-bound bus to turn at Finn in order to park on the north side of Summit.  There are some parkland diversion issues involved with the creation of a new bus pad but they should be minor.
Marc expressed concerns about the lack of efficient pedestrian paths to move people from the new lot at the northwest corner of Grand and Cleveland into the McNeely Hall.  Jim expressed hope that the university would shield the external gas pipes at the east side of McNeely from view.  Doug will work with both of those issues.

Doug indicated that plans to change the lot configuration behind the Development office at 2120 Summit have been shelved.

The meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.

THE NEXT WSNAC MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12 @ 6:30 P.M. IN 154 MURRARY-HERRICK HALL.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair

