West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

January 9, 2007
Members Present: Scott Banas, Jay Benanav, Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Marc Manderscheid, Jeanne Matross, Tim Mulrooney, Alyssa Rebensdorf, Jim Sachs, Mike Thyken, Jim Toscano.

Guests: Joel Clemmer, Macalester-Groveland Community Council; Jane McClure, Highland Villager; Rachel Westermeyer.
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  The agenda was approved; the November 14, 2006 minutes were approved unanimously as submitted on a Thyken/Mulrooney motion.  The minutes will be posted at www.wsnac.net.
Macalester-Groveland representative.

Marc indicated that he will step off the committee after this meeting and that Joel Clemmer will replace him.  Thanks to Marc for all of his valuable contributions to the committee—and welcome to Joel.

Proposed rental housing legislation ordinances.
Jay presented information regarding two proposed ordinances, which would affect all single-family and duplex rental units.  One ordinance requires certificates of occupancy for all such rental dwellings effectively requiring all rental property owners in St. Paul to obtain certificates of occupancy.  The second proposes a point system classification for re-inspection on a one-, three-, or five-year basis depending on the results of the first inspection.  There will be a public hearing at city hall on January 17.  The ordinances would take effect ninety days from the time of approval.  City officials are still working on ordinance amendments to deal with special issues such as parent/student-owned properties.
WSNAC unanimously voiced its support of the ordinances on a Toscano/Manderscheid motion.
Benanav decision.

Jay announced his intent not to seek re-election.  WSNAC thanked Jay for all his good work in behalf of community/university issues.
Summit/Cleveland CIB proposal.

Tim reviewed all the work his subcommittee’s work as related to “city-evaluated substandard street lighting” in areas adjacent to the north campus on Summit, Cleveland, and Selby.  The subcommittee recommends submission of a $74,000 CIB proposal (costs determined by the city) to upgrade existing light fixtures by “bringing them up to (city) standard” on Summit between Cleveland and Cretin.  The application is due in two weeks.

A forty-five minute discussion ensued on how to support the application without negatively affecting Merriam Park’s anticipated Marshall Avenue Green Street proposal, especially given the fact that approval of the Summit project by both community councils is vital.  Marc and Jane suggested that the two project applications would not likely affect each other since they would likely be funded from different “pots” due to the size of the requests and because the two streets come under different classifications as city and county roads.  The committee also felt reluctant to request similar lighting changes at the edge of campus on Cleveland and Selby without consulting neighbors and the Merriam Park council.
After significant consideration, WSNAC unanimously supported a Mulrooney/Hennes motion to support the Summit Avenue CIB lighting request with the hope that the Macalester-Groveland Community Council will adopt the resolution and bring it forward to the city as one of its proposals.  Tim will take the motion to the council’s Thursday, January 11 meeting.  If Mac-Groveland does not support the resolution, WSNAC will bring it forward independently.  Scott and Jeanne will carry the WSNAC resolution to the Wednesday, January 10 Merriam Park meeting with the hope of gaining approval contingent on the fact that the WSNAC Summit application will not negatively affect its anticipated Marshall Avenue proposal.
Bylaws.
The bylaws discussion was tabled due to time constraints.
Parking ramp.
Doug presented initial plans submitted by Ryan Companies to place the proposed parking ramp on the university’s tennis courts.  Ryan architects attended last night’s Campus Development subcommittee meeting to seek input.

The proposal is for five levels (four above, one below) and 650-690 spaces depending on the placement of the maintenance garage as an interior or exterior structure.  With regard to the garage, the university is required to sell the current maintenance garage at 2076 Grand by August 2009 so plans to include the garage as a part of the ramp construction are going forward.  The building will meet all current SCUP requirements with a 70-foot setback and an approximate 32-foot height to the top ramp level.  (The height represents 46% of the SCUP allowance.)  There are no plans to place tennis courts on top of the ramp.  The city will not require an EAW as a part of the project but will require a traffic study and a storm water management plan as a part of the site plan review.  The university hopes to begin construction on the ramp in late May 2008 and open it for use in the spring of 2009.
The university will lose 400 parking spaces in the lot at the corner of Summit and Cretin when it begins construction on a new campus center so the ramp must be in place prior to the commencement of that project to replace the lost spots.  There are plans to include approximately 200 parking spaces under the new center.  When all new proposed parking is operative, the university will gain approximately 400 parking spaces.
The committee reviewed the initial design and offered a multitude of alterations including:

moving the location of the proposed maintenance garage entrance from the Cretin side,

altering the appearance to match the design of Grand Avenue apartment buildings,
“humanizing” the building by adding offices or businesses to the first floor,

adding a new sidewalk to the west side of Cretin to accommodate increased pedestrian traffic,

adding a skyway or tunnel to connect the ramp to the science building,
providing resources for alternate transportation modes,

creating a city bus stop at the site,

designing the face so that it actually appears smaller than the 32-foot height,

designing the face to make it “look like a neighborhood,”

removing the small lot in front of the structure and adding green space.
The sense of the committee is that “design matters” and that it is important to keep buffer area in between new construction and the neighborhood.  Doug will take the suggestions to Ryan to assist them with refining the plan and will return to the committee in the near future.

Doug also indicated that Ryan Companies is still evaluating the feasibility of tunneling pedestrian traffic under Grand.  No decision has been reached on that issue.  He also briefly outlined the university’s thinking on the potential expansion of McCarthy Gymnasium to the west and south of its current site.
The meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m.

THE NEXT WSNAC MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2007 @ 6:30 P.M. IN 154 MURRARY-HERRICK HALL.

Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair

