West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

March 14, 2006
Members Present: Scott Banas, Ian Charpentier, Todd Curtis, Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Marc Manderscheid, Jeanne Matross, Les Meltzer, Jane Prince, Alyssa Rebensdorf, Leslie Schwarz, Mike Thyken, Jim Toscano.
Guests: John Albers, Opus; Jane Canney, UST, Jane McClure, Villager.
The meeting was called to order at 6:37 p.m.
Campus Center presentation:
Doug outlined the background issues of the campus center project including the Dober campus plan report, capital campaign issues, and the estimated cost of $75 million.  Before UST proceeds with any building proposal, it must have cash or pledges in hand.  In any case, no building proposal can be brought before the city until March of 2009, five years after the formal approval of the EAW.

Jane Canney, vice president for student affairs, highlighted the need for the building as a formal and informal gathering space for students.  Preliminary plans include providing space for dining options, a bookstore, a ballroom, recreational opportunities, a post office, a commuter lounge, an art gallery, as well as space for a variety of student support offices.
John Albers presented an early design vision, highlighting setbacks (50’ from Cretin, 100’ from Summit), height limitations (60’ with allowance to exceed by one foot for every two feet of increased setback), a 13’ water table, and the HPC’s recommendation to continue in the Collegiate Gothic style.  There are no preliminary designs.  Determinations about a variety of related issues including size and location of parking facilities, traffic flow/curb cut considerations, accommodations for public transportation, and pedestrian management plans have yet to be determined.  At this point, Mr. Albers has been advised to proceed with initial planning bearing in mind that the university would like to build around the physical education building, O’Shaughnessy Hall.

Marc made an alternate presentation that urged to university “to do it right” and “to give us you’re a plan” by removing O’Shaughnessy Hall, relocating the Athletic Department to the South Campus, and replacing O’Shaughnessy with the campus center structure, the obvious advantage being the ability to place the center on the central quadrangle.  Committee concerns included pedestrian management, size of parking facilities, and incorporation of public transportation.  Mr. Albers and Ms. Canney reiterated that the university is still very much in a pre-planning stage, that funds must still be raised, and that they are willing to return to the committee as plans proceed.

Campus Development subcommittee:

Jim referred the Sitzmann Hall issue to this subcommittee without discussion.  TO ACCOMMODATE AS MANY INTERESTED WSNAC PARTIES AS POSSIBLE, THE SUBCOMMITTEE NEXT MEETS ON MONDAY, MAY 1, 2006 AT 6:30 P.M. IN 501 LORAS HALL.  Kurt Dale, Sitzmann project architect, will give a presentation about the proposed construction.  Monica Beeman, city traffic engineer, will present ideas on turn lane options for Cleveland and Cretin between Summit and Grand.
Doug presented the McNeely Hall landscaping plan but was not able to provide copies for all.  Alyssa requested that an electronic version of the plan be attached to the minutes of the meeting and it is, though it will likely best be read with “zoom in, zoom out” computer capability.  Doug and John are working with Jane Prince and the city to plant additional trees on the Cleveland boulevard south of the alley.
John reported that it would cost over $200,000 to bury the power lines on Cleveland between Summit and Grand. The Opus actual estimate is $230,000and does not include design fees, site work repair, or building/construction permits.  There is no contingency in the McNeely budget to cover this additional expense.

Housing subcommittee:

John is working in three separate home purchase deals.  He has received separate proposals from three realtors who wish to work more closely with UST on the project.  He has also received a query from a developer about the purchase and redevelopment of 2076, 2080, and 2084 Grand.  He is working with appropriate UST officials on all three issues.
Alyssa reported that the subcommittee is planning a spring informational meeting for neighbors.
The “neighborhood block management pamphlet” has been delivered and John is seeing to its promotion and distribution.  There are no new developments with the housing buyback program.  The subcommittee continues to work on the neighborhood development/revitalization “think tank project.  
The subcommittee meets next on March 21 AT 7:00 P.M. AT COFFEE BENE.
Traffic, Parking, Safety, and Student Relations subcommittee:
John is working with city traffic engineering, Jane Prince, and Dan Meuwissen of UST Public Safety to adjust Summit on-street parking spaces and to move the UST shuttle drop off/pick up spot slightly to the west as a result of the approved pedestrian management plan.  John requested that several “abandoned” sections of boulevard concrete on Summit be removed as pedestrian management construction proceeds.
Todd reported that the subcommittee will follow up its survey with another one in the fall.  The group will continue to work on neighborhood parking issues and will likely host a public meeting.  It will also address pedestrian safety issues on North Cleveland and Selby.
Karen sent a letter to Summit Avenue neighbors who were disturbed by the senior party last May.  She outlined efforts that the university has made and is making to prevent future occurrences.  A copy of that letter is attached to the minutes.  Karen, John, Todd, and others will meet with student government and senior class leadership on Sunday, April 2 specifically to address the concerns.
TODD WAS UNSURE OF THE DATE OF THE NEXT SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DUE TO ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE CONFLICTS WITH THE REGULAR MEETING DATE.  FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THE NEXT MEETING, CONTACT TODD OR KAREN.

WSNAC Web Site:

Scott suggested that we create a WSNAC Web site with a URL that is distinct from UST to provide information about our meetings, deliberations, and proceedings.  Doug and John agreed to pursue the idea with university designers.
The meeting adjourned at 8:31 p.m.
THE NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 2006 AT 6:30 P.M. IN 155 MURRAY-HERRICK HALL.
Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair
