West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

August 9, 2005

Members Present: Scott Banas, Jay Benanav, Todd Curtis, Doug Hennes, John Hershey, Karen Lange, Marc Manderscheid, Jeanne Matross, Les Meltzer, Jane Prince, Mike Thyken, Jim Toscano.
Guests: Joni Giese, SRF; Jody Martinez, Parks & Recreation; Jane McClure, Highland Villager.
The meeting was called to order at 6:10 p.m.
Construction Update:

Doug indicated that the Selby Hall project is approaching completion; 422 beds will be occupied this fall.  The building dedication is set for 11:45 a.m. on Tuesday, September 6.  He also reported that the HPC granted permission for St. Thomas to demolish the garage behind 2120 Summit Avenue.  The university will construct a parking lot on that site to meet the needs of the Child Development Center and is currently working on a landscape plan.  Doug distributed a complaint log for the ongoing McNeely construction project.  There have been only ten recorded complaints, none since July 1.
Enrollment Update:
Karen reported that the incoming first-year class is roughly 1300 students.  All of the female housing on campus is subscribed; there are a few vacancies for men.  The university will enroll approximately 200 transfers students.

City Council Annual Report:

Jim and John asked for final comments on the annual report.  Accepted with unanimous approval on a Manderscheid/Thyken motion, it will be distributed to City Council members, PED officials, and the community councils.  John will inquire with City Council about their desire to hear a firsthand recap at an upcoming council meeting.

Housing Subcommittee:

John reported that the committee is working on a “block management pamphlet” for use by neighbors.  He hopes to go to press in the near future.  75 South Cleveland is still on the market.  163 North Cleveland rehab is just about completed.  Work on 1892 Ashland is scheduled for completion on August 25.  A closing date is scheduled for August 31.
Campus Development Subcommittee:

Doug distributed minutes for the August 8 meeting.  The committee reviewed the CUP document and assigned monitoring and oversight responsibility of specific agreement items to our established subcommittees.  He requested that members review those assignments.  Marc reiterated a request to hear UST capital campaign goals.  He is particularly concerned about the upkeep of the homes on the “west block” of Summit.
Traffic, Parking, Safety, and Student Relations Subcommittee (Pedestrian Management Plan):
The committee spent an hour and fifteen minutes discussing the pedestrian management plan and agreed in principle to focus on three vital considerations: safety, traffic flow, and appearance.  Joni Giese, from SRF, reviewed five basic plan concepts: fencing with stone piers; pipe railing, screen fence with stone piers, bollards and chains, and a median walkway.

There was considerable discussion about use of public land by private entities, the actual number of Summit crossings, the potential changes to pedestrian traffic flow as construction projects go forward, beautification of the Summit/Cretin corners, regulation of traffic lights, the installation of pedestrian lighting, widening of the Summit and Cretin sidewalks, the possibility of running test solutions in the fall, as well as a wide variety of related issues.
Councilmember Benanav indicated that the university should not feel obligated to meet the CUP-established September 2006 deadline to implement a pedestrian management plan if more time and study is required to develop, test, and implement the best possible plan.  To that end, the committee unanimously approved a Curtis/Manderscheid motion to refer the issue back to the subcommittee, which will create a working group to collect more information, to study other possible solutions, to establish testing parameters, and to create a testing plan.  Todd will chair that group.
Grand Avenue Party:
Karen shared UST’s follow-up to the Grand Avenue senior party last May.  John has already visited the three houses under scrutiny and is in the process of acquiring names for the new tenants.  Karen and John plan to meet with each group this fall.
THE NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 AT 6:00 P.M. IN 155 MURRAY-HERRICK HALL.
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair 

