West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee

Minutes

June 14, 2005

Members Present: Scott Banas, Todd Curtis, John Hershey, Karen Lange, Marc Manderscheid, Jeanne Matross, Les Meltzer, Jane Prince, Amy Sturdevant, Mike Thyken, Jim Toscano.
Guest: Jane McClure, Rachel Westermeyer
The meeting was called to order at 6:07 p.m.
New Member:

Amy Sturdevant, our new student representative, introduced herself to the committee.

Pedestrian Management Update:
The pedestrian management plan has been put on temporary hold as the university internally addresses cost and effectiveness issues and as SRF investigates the location of previously unidentified gas and sewer lines on the median, the presence of which may affect the ability to place fencing.  There is still a wide variation of opinion on the exact number and placement of crosswalks.  The “to fence or not to fence issue” is still critical.  For the sake of expedience, Todd Curtis volunteered to address those issues again with the Traffic, Parking, Safety, and Student Relations Subcommittee in July.  He and Karen Lange will apprise all members of that meeting.  The subcommittee hopes to bring a clear set of recommendations to the August board meeting.
City Council Report Update:

Jim distributed a draft of a report, which we hope to submit to city council and the planning commission in July.  He requested electronic input from members regarding more specifics, comments, and editorial suggestions.  In late June, he and John will draft a more complete document.  John will send a copy of the draft to all members.  It will be attached to these minutes.  WSNAC will make personal appearances before both city groups in the fall and John will request inclusion on their agendas in August.
Construction Updates:

John reported on Selby Hall progress and indicated that the sanitary sewer and water lines have now been connected so that street access is back to normal.  He also reported on McNeely issues.  The slab should be removed by the end of the week.  Opus will start drilling H-piles along Cleveland next week in preparation for excavation.
Selby Hall Subscription:

Karen reported that residence hall space is, in general, over-subscribed at the present moment.  She said that Selby and Morrison apartment residences filled up first at room draw and hopes that this is a beginning of a trend to keep more upperclass students on campus.
Housing Purchase Report:

John updated the committee on the progress of the sale of 2038 Portland, the marketing of 75 South Cleveland, and the closings related to the purchases of 163 North Cleveland and 1892 Ashland.  The Ashland property represents a joint effort between UST and Homevestors.  Once the property is purchased, John suggested that interested members take a preliminary walk-through to get a visual “before picture” as work progresses on that property.  On a separate, but related, issue, the university has come to terms with representatives of the Housing Subcommittee on mutually agreeable restrictive covenant language so an acceptable document is now in place and will be used at the Portland closing.
Grand Avenue Party:
Jim expressed his concerns (as well as those that he heard at a recent SARPA meeting) regarding the “Senior Olympics” party that occurred on Grand Avenue on Saturday morning, May 14, which was a large and disruptive event that required police response.  Karen indicated that the sponsoring house was cited by the city and that they have a court date.  The university will proceed internally with its due process after the court hearing and after receiving a police report.
THE NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR TUESDAY, AUGUST 9 AT 6:00 P.M. IN 155 MURRAY-HERRICK HALL.  THERE WILL BE NO JULY MEETING.  A SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS FOR THE NEXT ACADEMIC YEAR WILL ALSO BE ATTACHED TO THIS DOCUMENT.


The meeting adjourned at 7:39 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

John Hershey

WSNAC co-chair 

