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INTRODUCTION
In accordance with the directives of the 2004 Conditional Use Permit (CUP) which defined St. Thomas campus boundaries and campus development parameters, members from the Macalester-Groveland and Merriam Park community councils, the Summit Avenue Residential Preservation Association (SARPA), Neighbors United and St. Thomas met for the first time in September of that year, under the leadership of Jay Benanav and his aide, Jane Prince, to establish a neighborhood advisory committee.

The committee chose to call itself the West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee (WSNAC) and drafted a mission statement:
“As charged by the St. Paul City Council, the West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee will bring together neighbors, neighborhood organizations, the University of St. Thomas and city government to collaborate on issues of mutual interest, provide a forum for communications, and create a stronger and more vibrant community.”
By October 2004, WSNAC adopted bylaws, established a monthly meeting schedule and formed three standing subcommittees: 
Campus Development
Housing

Traffic, Parking, Safety and Student Relations

The results of the first year and second years of WSNAC activities were published and distributed in annual report form to the St. Paul City Council and the Department of Planning and Economic Development.  The 2005 and 2006 reports can be found on the Web at www.wsnac.net.
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2006-07 West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee Members
Regular meetings occur on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in Murray-Herrick Campus Center on the University of St. Thomas campus.
2006-07 Membership and Changes:

Scott Banas, Merriam Park Community Council, co-chair
John Bannigan replaced Michael Thyken, St. Thomas Board of Trustees representative
Jan Benanav, Ward 4, St. Paul City Council, ex officio
Joel Clemmer replaced Marc Manderscheid, Macalester-Groveland Community Council
Donna Drummond, St. Paul Department of Planning and Economic Development, ex officio
Doug Hennes, St. Thomas senior administrator
John Hershey, St. Thomas neighborhood liaison, co-chair
Jessica Johnson replaced Leslie Schwarz, St. Thomas student representative
Marc Manderscheid replaced Ian Charpentier, Neighbors United
Jeanne Matross, Merriam Park Community Council

Les Meltzer, SARPA
Tim Mulrooney replaced Todd Curtis, Macalester-Groveland Community Council

Jane Prince, Legislative Aide, Ward 4, St. Paul City Council, ex officio
Alyssa Rebensdorf, Neighbors United
Jim Sachs replaced Karen Lange, St. Thomas

Jim Toscano, SARPA
WSNAC Subcommittee Organization:

Campus Development
Doug Hennes and Jim Toscano, co-chairs 

Regular meetings occur on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in 501 Loras Hall, St. Thomas.
Housing
John Hershey and Alyssa Rebensdorf, co-chairs

Regular meetings occur on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in 501 Loras Hall, St. Thomas.
Traffic, Parking, Safety and Student Relations
Tim Mulrooney and Jim Sachs, co-chairs
Regular meetings occur on the first Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in Murray-Herrick Campus Center, St. Thomas.
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2006-07 Principal Business Items and Accomplishments:

1.  McNeely Hall opening.  The new McNeely Hall, the undergraduate business building located at the southwest corner of Cleveland and Summit avenues, opened on schedule in September 2006.  The committee thoughtfully addressed building height issues before construction and helped to form a construction management plan that minimized impact on the neighborhood.
2.  Summit-Cretin pedestrian management plan.  In response to a CUP directive and after significant discussion and design review, the committee approved a two-part pedestrian management plan for crossing Summit and Cretin avenues.  The plan, supported by both community councils and approved by the Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC), the St. Paul Parks and Recreation Commission and the St. Paul City Council, streamlines traffic flow and increases pedestrian safety.  WSNAC committed $15,000 of its funds to help pay for additions to the original construction plan.

While WSNAC struggled to find an acceptable solution for the pedestrian traffic flow on the Summit Avenue median between Finn Street and Cretin Avenue, it agreed to the installation of a winding asphalt path on the median.  Path usage will undergo annual WSNAC review and will be removed in five years unless WSNAC agrees to an extension.  The path has improved pedestrian safety and traffic flow and will undergo annual review in October under the auspices of the Traffic, Parking, Safety and Student Relations subcommittee.
3.  Parking ramp design and traffic study.  Prior to construction of a new student center, the university must replace the 400 parking spaces that will be lost as a result of the center’s designated location at the northeast corner of Summit and Cretin.  After careful review, St. Thomas chose to construct a 5-level, 700-stall parking ramp southwest of the Cretin and Grand intersection on the current tennis court site.  The Ryan Companies design, significantly improved and altered by WSNAC and community input, includes one underground level, a 33-foot roof level height, a Collegiate Gothic appearance faced with precast concrete and brick, and a Minnesota Kasota stone and glass tower at the northeast corner of the ramp.  The existing parking lot, located between the tennis courts and Cretin Avenue, will be removed and replaced by green space.  The Cretin entrance to the campus immediately south of the tennis courts will be closed.  
St. Thomas engaged SRF Consulting Group to study traffic flow.  SRF concluded that the installation of matching northbound and southbound left-hand turn lanes at the Cretin/Grand intersection would effectively keep traffic flowing at acceptable “levels of service.”  The city has accepted that recommendation, which was supported by WSNAC.
4.  Student Center review.  St. Thomas is planning a new student center, which will be constructed on the parking lot on the northeast corner of Summit and Cretin.  As planning goes forward, the university will continue to share plans with WSNAC for review.  St. Thomas will undergo historic district, environmental and site plan reviews with the city, 
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beginning 2009 and hopes to begin construction in the spring of 2010.
To build the student center, the university will raze the O’Shaughnessy Hall, located at the east end of the parking lot, and will need to replace that facility.  The university is exploring the possibility of expanding Coughlan Field House by constructing an underground level to meet those varied needs.
5.  WSNAC Web site.  In response to a WSNAC request, St. Thomas developed a WSNAC Web site, independent from the St. Thomas home page, to publicize the committee’s activities.  Launched in October 2006, the site is managed by a WSNAC co-chair, and can be found at www.wsnac.net.

6.  Bylaws changes.  WSNAC changed its bylaws slightly to accommodate ongoing membership changes and to allow the university flexibility in using its three WSNAC votes.
7.  Department of Safety and Inspections.  As of March 2007, the city required all single-family and duplex rental units to acquire fire certificates of occupancy.  The process will be overseen by the fire inspection division of the newly created Department of Safety and Inspections (DSI).  Properties will be inspected for code compliance and fire safety and will be issued certificates of occupancy based the results of an inspection score.  As the city considered those changes, WSNAC hosted DSI director Bob Kessler and Fire Marshal Steve Zaccard at its October meeting and had a representative at the city’s organizational meetings as the legislation was written.
8.  User Guide to Neighborhood Relations.  The Housing subcommittee published the User Guide to Neighborhood Relations in December 2005.  The pamphlet was revised in July 2007 to reflect the city’s new certificate of occupancy program related the inspection of single-family and duplex rental units.  A PDF copy of the pamphlet is posted at www.wsnac.net and a printed copy will be reproduced in January 2008 once the changes in city council membership are complete.

9.  Student rental unit purchase and conversion.  The university continues to make progress toward its obligation to complete the 30-rental-house purchase agreement stipulated by the CUP.

· St. Thomas has converted the following seven student-rental properties to owner-occupancy:
1892 Ashland Avenue

163 Cleveland Avenue North

2169 Goodrich Avenue

2112 Lincoln Avenue

2038 Portland Avenue

2077 Selby Avenue

2011 Stanford Avenue
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· The university also participated with a developer in the purchase of 2034-36 Ashland Avenue with the intent of converting it to a single-family home in exchange for a WSNAC-supported two-property conversion credit.  The owner is currently rehabilitating the property and will out it on the market soon this winter.

· A restrictive covenant was also recorded on 75 Cleveland Avenue South on October 31, 2005 but is nonconforming because the owners rent the property to non-students.
10.  Dual subcommittee-sponsored community meeting.  In May 2007, WSNAC sponsored a community meeting, chaired by Jay Benanav and Pat Harris, for neighbors to hear presentations related to university discipline procedures and the city’s new housing inspection ordinances.  Bob Kessler of DSI, Steve Zaccard and Mike Urmann of the fire department, and Assistant Dean of Students Jim Sachs made presentations.  St. Thomas hosted the event attended by 95 people, representing an increase of 25 attendees from a similar event held the previous May.
11.  Summit Avenue lighting proposal.  In January 2007, the Traffic, Parking, Safety and Student Relations subcommittee, in conjunction with the Macalester-Groveland and Merriam Park community councils, submitted a capital improvement budget request to the city to bring street lighting in the UST/Summit Avenue area up to current standards.  A funding decision by the mayor’s office will be subject to final approval by the city council in August 2007, but a shortfall in the city budget makes approval unlikely.
12.  Western District police summit.  In January 2007 the Traffic, Parking, Safety and Student Relations subcommittee hosted a meeting for neighbors, UST staff and WSNAC members to meet the new Western District leadership and to establish an ongoing positive relationship.  A follow-up meeting is scheduled for September/October 2007.
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potential 2007-08 issues:
1.  Review student center concept work.  As the university continues initial plans for the construction of a student center at the northeast corner of Cretin and Summit, the Campus Development subcommittee will review early stage planning concepts as needed.  St. Thomas cannot submit a plan to the city before March 2009.  There are numerous neighborhood suggestions about the location of this building in relationship to the quad, curb cuts and parking lot and bus stop locations that will require significant discussion.
2.  Possible Finn Street reconstruction.  Traffic and parking patterns on Finn between Summit and Grand may change as a result of parking ramp access to the new McNeely Hall parking lot via Finn.  The Traffic, Parking, Safety and Student Relations subcommittee will address that issue to determine if changes in parking patterns, traffic patterns or street width are necessary.  The city is committed to doing curb and gutter work on Finn between Summit and St. Clair in 2009 but is willing to work with WSNAC if the committee wishes to pursue earlier changes to Finn between Summit and Grand.

3.  Monitor housing buyback program.  As St. Thomas continues to purchase rental properties and convert them to owner-occupied dwellings, the Housing subcommittee will carefully review the transactions.
4.  Sitzmann Hall review.  If and when the university identifies enough funding to expand on the Sitzmann Hall site, located at the northeast corner of Summit and Cleveland, the university would bring development plans to WSNAC.  There is some passionate opposition to the project and WSNAC would be challenged to address the issue in a constructive manner.
5.  Neighborhood outreach forums.  The Traffic, Parking, Safety and Student Relations subcommittee and the Housing subcommittee are reviewing ideas with the two community councils and city hall for neighborhood outreach programming.  It is likely that at least one forum will occur this fall with another planned for the spring.  In addition, WSNAC will continue its ongoing working relationship with Western District staff.

6.  Number of houses UST is permitted to buy within one mile of campus and along the entire length of Summit Avenue.  There is disagreement between university representatives and SARPA members about how many additional homes the university will be allowed to purchase in the future for the purpose of housing any future ex-president or chancellor. Specifically at issue is CUP language which reads: “St. Thomas agrees not to purchase additional property in the neighborhood within one mile of the campus or along the entire length of Summit Avenue, with the exception of a home used as a residence for any future ex-president or chancellor, and excepting property purchased as part of a purchase/rehabilitation initiative as described in Condition 10.”

Some neighborhood representatives maintain that one additional home may be purchased.  UST maintains that as many homes may be purchased as there are ex-
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presidents or chancellors of the university.  There are none at this time.

7.  Height of the second classroom building on the south side of Summit Avenue.  Very preliminary sketches and elevations for the second classroom building indicate a filling in of approximately 12 feet before building the structure, effectively having it rise 70 feet above Finn.  Some WSNAC members actively oppose this higher elevation.  The university does not expect to build on this site for ten or more years, but some WSNAC members believe that this issue should receive guidance from the city while memories of the 2004 agreement are still relatively fresh.  The university prefers to wait until it is ready to develop the site.
WSNAC BUDGET:

In accordance with the 2004 Cup, St. Thomas is required to contribute $10,000 annually to a fund that WSNAC can use as it sees fit to assist with community-related projects. 

With $30,000 in funding (through FY05, FY06, FY07), the committee has put $15,000 toward the pedestrian management plan.  It has also spent $908 for neighborhood survey copies and for the neighborhood relations guide.  The WSNAC balance as of August 1, 2007, including the $10,000 2007-08 university contribution, is $24,039.59.
APPENDICES

1. CUP agreement

2.  WSNAC bylaws

