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INTRODUCTION

In accordance with the directives of the 2004 Conditional Use Permit (CUP) which defined St. Thomas campus boundaries and campus development parameters, members from the community councils of Macalester-Groveland and Merriam Park (now Union Park District Council), the Summit Avenue Residential Preservation Association (SARPA), Neighbors United and St. Thomas met for the first time in September of that year, under the leadership of Jay Benanav and his aide, Jane Prince, to establish a neighborhood advisory committee.

The committee chose to call itself the West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee (WSNAC) and drafted a mission statement:

“As charged by the Saint Paul City Council, the West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee will bring together neighbors, neighborhood organizations, the University of St. Thomas and city government to collaborate on issues of mutual interest, provide a forum for communications, and create a stronger and more vibrant community.”

By October 2004, WSNAC adopted bylaws, established a monthly meeting schedule and formed three standing subcommittees: 

Campus Development
Housing
Traffic, Parking, Safety and Student Relations

The results of the first four years of WSNAC activities were published and distributed in annual report form to the Saint Paul City Council and the Department of Planning and Economic Development.  The 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009 reports may be found at http://wsnac.net/.


2009-10 WEST SUMMIT NEIGHBORHOOD ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Regular meetings occur on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in Murray-Herrick Campus Center on the University of St. Thomas campus.

2009-10 Membership

Scott Banas, Union Park District Council, co-chair
Joel Clemmer, Macalester-Groveland Community Council
Rina Cooper, Neighbors United
Doug Hennes, St. Thomas senior administrator
Samantha Henningson, Ward 4 Legislative Aide, Saint Paul City Council, ex officio
John Hershey, St. Thomas neighborhood liaison, co-chair
John Huber, St. Thomas Board of Trustees
Marc Manderscheid, Neighbors United
Jeanne Matross, Union Park District Council
Les Meltzer, Summit Avenue Residential Preservation Association
Russ Stark, Ward 4, Saint Paul City Council, ex officio
Jim Sachs, St. Thomas assistant dean of students
Jared Scharpen, St. Thomas student representative
Leo Viktora, Macalester-Groveland Community Council
Rachel Westermeyer, Summit Avenue Residential Preservation Association


WSNAC SUBCOMMITTEE ORGANIZATION

Campus Development
Joel Clemmer and Doug Hennes, co-chairs 
Regular meetings occur on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in 501 Loras Hall, St. Thomas.
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Housing
John Hershey and Jeanne Matross, co-chairs
Regular meetings occur on the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in 501 Loras Hall, St. Thomas.

Traffic, Parking, Safety and Student Relations
Jim Sachs and Leo Viktora, co-chairs
Regular meetings occur on the first Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in Murray-Herrick Campus Center, St. Thomas.


2009-10 PRINCIPAL BUSINESS ITEMS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

1. Finn Street construction between Summit and Grand avenues. In the fall 2009 and in conjunction with the city’s street, gutter and water main project, the city completed construction of the WSNAC-approved plan to widen Finn Street to 36 feet between Summit and Grand avenues. City traffic engineering staff re-located and standardized a variety of parking regulation signs to improve vehicle and pedestrian safety at the Finn/Summit intersection and at the Finn alley.

2. Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW). During the late summer and fall 2009 as the Anderson Athletic and Recreation Center was under construction, the committee carefully considered, reviewed and provided input into the EAW process which evaluated a wide range of potential environmental impacts produced by the construction of the complex and the adjacent Anderson Student Center. The committee met extensively with city Planning and Economic Development (PED) staff and SRF Consulting, focusing specifically on traffic counts, parking lot counts, on-campus parking accommodations, vehicular access and egress and pedestrian/vehicle traffic concerns at two key intersections. The city published the EAW in December 2009, convened a public hearing on the EAW at Macalester College on January 5, 2010 and approved the EAW in February 2010.

3. Anderson Student Center Site Plan review and approval. WSNAC collaborated with Opus architects, city PED staff and the Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) in reviewing plans for student center design, pedestrian traffic flow to and from the building and relevant parking issues and concerns. The WSNAC Neighborhood Caucus declined to either support or oppose the design plan and the CUP amendment.  After conducting appropriate public hearings, the HPC in April 2010 approved the design for the student center, and the Planning Commission in May 2010 approved the student center site plan and an amendment to the university’s 1990 Special Condition Use Permit allowing O’Shaughnessy Stadium parking beyond the 600-foot city requirement. Construction of the building began in May with an anticipated completion date of January 2012.

4. Cretin/Summit intersection re-design. The approval of the student center site plan stipulated the re-design of the Cretin/Summit intersection including provisions to widen sidewalks, improve lighting, refine traffic signal timing, install new traffic signals, “round out” the Summit median at the east side of the intersection and to increase the size of pedestrian staging areas. After receiving site plan approval and the approval by the HPC, the primary work on the project was completed just prior to the opening of the 2010-11 academic year.

5. Cretin/Grand traffic improvements. In conjunction with the Cretin/Summit re-design, traffic timing was adjusted at this intersection to accommodate left turn arrows for northbound and southbound vehicles at the intersection.

6. Neighborhood quality of living issues. The committee addressed the issue of student disturbances in the neighborhood by working with St. Thomas and the St. Paul Police Department to develop and implement a 19-point program to reduce disturbances with the net result of seeing some initial progress and improvement. A copy of the program is included in the appendix of this document.
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7. Student rental unit purchase and conversion. The university continues to make progress toward its obligation to complete the 30-rental-house purchase agreement stipulated by the 2004 CUP.

· Pursuant to paragraph 10 of the CUP, St. Thomas has converted the following seventeen(17) properties to non-student, owner-occupants for residential use only:

1892 Ashland Avenue
2034 Ashland Avenue
2036 Ashland Avenue 
163 Cleveland Avenue North
2006 Dayton Avenue
2169 Goodrich Avenue
2112 Lincoln Avenue
2038 Portland Avenue
2077 Selby Avenue
2011 Stanford Avenue
1873 Princeton Avenue
2143 Temple Court
1837 Goodrich Avenue
2030 Dayton Avenue
2104 Princeton Avenue
2096 Princeton Avenue
2156 Goodrich Avenue

Each of the above properties shall count toward the 30-house total required by paragraph 10 of the CUP.

· A restrictive covenant was also recorded on 75 Cleveland Avenue South on October 31, 2005 but is nonconforming because the owners rent the property to non-students.


ANTICIPATED 2010-11 BUSINESS ITEMS

1. Continued effort to address student disturbances in the neighborhood. Though the university and WSNAC have created and implemented a multi-faceted action plan to address off-campus student behavior issues, the need exists to refine and monitor the program to the end of further reducing neighborhood disturbances.

2. Tennis courts. The university has announced its interest in constructing six tennis courts on its property at the northeast corner of Mississippi River Boulevard and Goodrich Avenue but will not make a final decision until April 2011.  WSNAC plans to provide a venue for hearing public comment on the project.  

3. St. Thomas St. Paul campus liquor license request. St. Thomas plans to submit an application for a permanent liquor license in order to conduct dinners by invitation, campus receptions and serve as a site for wedding receptions. The university has no plans to open any kind of campus pub. WSNAC plans to participate in the application process by providing a forum for public dialogue on the application and by working with Rep. Erin Murphy and St. Paul City Council member Russ Stark. 

4. Louis Smith consulting. WSNAC has retained the services of Louis Smith of Louis Smith and Partners for the purpose of exploring the feasibility of a new paradigm for university/neighborhood relations, including a public/private resources partnership.  The project will include three phases, the first of which is to see if there are possible avenues for a new paradigm outside of the efforts made by St. Thomas and WSNAC to date.

5. Off to on campus housing study. The Campus Development subcommittee is partnering with St. Thomas geography professor, Catherine Hansen, and numerous city and county agencies to research issues of concern to the neighbors the university regarding student housing. These include the number of students 
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living in the residential areas bordering campus and the potential effects of property values and quality of life measures. The subcommittee hopes to complete the report by the end of the fall semester and hopes to have firm data on a variety of vexing questions that are often raised on this topic.

6. Travel Demand Management plan (TDM). The approval of the site plan for the construction of the Anderson Student Center requires the university and WSNAC to develop a TDM to evaluate current commuting and parking models and to make recommendations for improvements to assuring pedestrian traffic safety, coordinating delivery traffic, managing special events and promoting a variety of alternative commuting options. WSNAC will actively participate in the process with the goal of reaching a conclusion by June 30, 2011.

7. Monitor housing buyback program.  As St. Thomas continues to purchase rental properties and convert them to owner-occupied dwellings, the Housing subcommittee will carefully review the transactions and make recommendations for specific housing purchases and potential programmatic changes.

8. UST long range planning.  The Campus Development subcommittee will work with the university to review and understand the university’s future building construction plans.


WSNAC BUDGET

In accordance with the 2004 CUP, St. Thomas is required to contribute $10,000 annually to a fund that WSNAC can use as it sees fit to assist with community-related projects.   The WSNAC balance as of September 10, 2010 was $38,510.04. The university will continue to contribute its regular annual contribution.


APPENDICES

1. CUP agreement
2.  WSNAC bylaws
3. University of St. Thomas/West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee Fall 2010 Neighborhood Initiatives Action Plan

