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INTRODUCTION
In accordance with the directives of the 2004 Conditional Use Permit (CUP) which defined St. Thomas campus boundaries and campus development parameters, members from the Macalester-Groveland and Merriam Park community councils, the Summit Avenue Residential Preservation Association (SARPA), Neighbors United and St. Thomas met for the first time in September of that year, under the leadership of Jay Benanav and his aide, Jane Prince, to establish a neighborhood advisory committee.

The committee chose to call itself the West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee (WSNAC) and drafted a mission statement:
“As charged by the Saint Paul City Council, the West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee will bring together neighbors, neighborhood organizations, the University of St. Thomas and city government to collaborate on issues of mutual interest, provide a forum for communications, and create a stronger and more vibrant community.”
By October 2004, WSNAC adopted bylaws, established a monthly meeting schedule and formed three standing subcommittees: 
Campus Development
Housing

Traffic, Parking, Safety and Student Relations

The results of the first three years of WSNAC activities were published and distributed in annual report form to the Saint Paul City Council and the Department of Planning and Economic Development.  The 2005, 2006 and 2007 reports may be found at www.wsnac.net.
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2007-08 West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee
Regular meetings occur on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in Murray-Herrick Campus Center on the University of St. Thomas campus.
2007-08 Membership and Changes:

Scott Banas, Union Park District Council, co-chair
John Bannigan, St. Thomas Board of Trustees representative
Elis Byrne ‘09, student representative (replaced Rebecca Cooke ’10)
Joel Clemmer, Macalester-Groveland Community Council

Donna Drummond, Saint Paul Department of Planning and Economic Development, ex officio
Doug Hennes, St. Thomas senior administrator
Samantha Henningson, Ward 4 Legislative Aide, Saint Paul City Council, ex officio (replaced Jane Prince)
John Hershey, St. Thomas neighborhood liaison, co-chair

Marc Manderscheid, Neighbors United
Jeanne Matross, Union Park District Council
Les Meltzer, Summit Avenue Residential Preservation Association

Alyssa Rebensdorf, Neighbors United (resigned 4/08)
Russ Stark, Ward 4, Saint Paul City Council, ex officio replaced Jay Benanav

Jim Sachs, St. Thomas assistant dean of students
Jim Toscano, Summit Avenue Residential Preservation Association
Leo Viktora, Macalester-Groveland Community Council (replaced Tim Mulrooney)
WSNAC Subcommittee Organization:

Campus Development
Doug Hennes and Jim Toscano, co-chairs 

Regular meetings occur on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in 501 Loras Hall, St. Thomas.
Housing
John Hershey and Jeanne Matross, co-chairs

Regular meetings occur on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in 501 Loras Hall, St. Thomas.
Traffic, Parking, Safety and Student Relations
Jim Sachs and Leo Viktora, co-chairs
Regular meetings occur on the first Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in Murray-Herrick Campus Center, St. Thomas.
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2007-08 Principal Business Items and Accomplishments
1. Sitzmann Hall.  After six months of careful review, discussion, negotiation and project re-design, WSNAC voted unanimously to support the university’s application to the Heritage Preservation Commission to expand Sitzmann Hall, located at 2055 Summit Avenue.  Approval of the 4700 square foot expansion carries the following specific conditions:
· No further expansion to Sitzmann Hall.

· No expansion of 2057 Portland Avenue.

· The potential for rebuilding 44 Cleveland Avenue North within its existing footprint and height of the current structure.

· Limiting any potential addition to the president’s residence, 2045 Summit Avenue, to modest expansions of the living, dining, and kitchen areas.

· St. Thomas accepts the interpretation of the CUP that the university is permitted to acquire “one and only one” additional neighborhood residence for use by an ex-president or chancellor.

2. Number of houses UST is permitted to buy within one mile of campus and along the entire length of Summit Avenue.  There was long-standing disagreement between university representatives and some committee members about the number additional homes the university will be allowed to purchase for the purpose of housing any future ex-president or chancellor. Specifically at issue is 2004 CUP language which reads: “St. Thomas agrees not to purchase additional property in the neighborhood within one mile of the campus or along the entire length of Summit Avenue, with the exception of a home used as a residence for any future ex-president or chancellor, and excepting property purchased as part of a purchase/rehabilitation initiative as described in Condition 10.”  According to the agreement outlined in #1 above, “St. Thomas accepts the interpretation of the CUP that the university is permitted to acquire ‘one and only one’ additional Summit Avenue residence neighborhood residence for use by an ex-president or chancellor.”

3. Housing Buyback Purchase Area.  The CUP requires St. Thomas to “purchase, rehabilitate, and sell to non-student owner-occupants an average of at least 2.5 houses per year within the boundaries of the Merriam Park and Macalester-Groveland neighborhoods” but the university has specifically converted student rental properties in an area more immediate to campus.  After lengthy discussion, WSNAC and the university agreed to concentrate the majority of purchases in the area defined as a “15/15 model,” which is “restricted, but with less concentration.”  At least 15 properties must be purchased in the area bounded by Marshall, Prior, Goodrich and Cretin/Exeter.  The remaining houses may be purchased in the restricted area or in the area bounded by I-94, Fairview, St. Clair and Cretin/Exeter.  The committee also agreed to permit specific exceptions which merit conversion.
4. Anderson Parking Facility construction management plan.  After careful review of many factors, the committee approved a construction management plan, which the city adopted, for the Anderson Parking Facility located on the west side of Cretin Avenue immediately south of Grand Avenue.  Ryan Construction began work on the 725-stall ramp in May 2008 and plans to hand the facility over to the university by March 2009.  Construction progress can be monitored at http://www.stthomas.edu/construction.
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5. Student Center review.  St. Thomas is planning to construct a new student center, which will be located on the parking lot site at the northeast corner of Summit and Cretin avenues.  St. Thomas will begin historic district, environmental and site plan reviews with the city, beginning in 2009 and hopes to begin construction in 2010.  The Traffic, Parking, Safety and Student Relations subcommittee, the Campus Development subcommittee, and the full board continue to review plans for building design and are paying particular attention to pedestrian patterns, vehicular traffic issues and parking concerns.
6. User Guide to Neighborhood Relations.  The Housing subcommittee published the User Guide to Neighborhood Relations in December 2005.  The pamphlet was revised in July 2007 to reflect the city’s new certificate of occupancy program related to the inspection of single-family and duplex rental units.  The pamphlet was further revised and redesigned in July 2008.  A PDF copy of the pamphlet is posted at www.wsnac.net and a printed copy is now available to the public.

7. Student rental unit purchase and conversion.  The university continues to make progress toward its obligation to complete the 30-rental-house purchase agreement stipulated by the 2004 CUP.

· Pursuant to paragraph 10 of the CUP, St. Thomas has converted the following ten (10) properties to non-student, owner-occupants for residential use only:
1892 Ashland Avenue

2034-36 Ashland Avenue (two house credits for converting a duplex to an owner-occupied family home)

163 Cleveland Avenue North

2006 Dayton Avenue

2169 Goodrich Avenue

2112 Lincoln Avenue

2038 Portland Avenue

2077 Selby Avenue

2011 Stanford Avenue

Each of the above properties shall count toward the 30-house total required by paragraph 10 of the Conditional Use Permit.
· A restrictive covenant was also recorded on 75 Cleveland Avenue South on October 31, 2005 but is nonconforming because the owners rent the property to non-students.

8. 2076 Grand Avenue rezoning.  Per CUP directive, St. Thomas did apply to rezone the property at 2076 Grand.  The Saint Paul Planning Commission approved the change to residential use, which will be effected by August 2009.
9. Ward 4 candidate forum.  WSNAC hosted a Ward 4 candidate forum on Sunday, October 21, 2007 in 3M Auditorium in Owens Science Hall at St. Thomas.  Approximately 50 neighbors attended.
10. Housing Outreach Initiative to New Faculty.  The Housing subcommittee started an ongoing outreach initiative by contacting incoming faculty, acquainting them with the possibility of participating in the housing buyback program, education them about our neighborhoods, and 
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offering to put them in contact with a local realtor who would give them local neighborhood tours as they visit St. Paul to find housing.

11. Neighbor/Student Relations.  In the fall 2008, the committee invited the university’s wellness program directors and members of the office of the dean of students to make presentations related to their job descriptions: alcohol and drug education and undergraduate discipline responses.  Both offices shed light on their particular areas of expertise and concentration with favorable results and discussion.  The committee expressed its interest in continuing dialogue with each office.
potential 2008-09 issues

1. Review student center concept work.  St. Thomas plans to submit a student center building plan to the city in March 2009.  As the university refines the design for the structure planned at the northeast corner of Cretin and Summit, the committee will carefully review design concepts, paying particular attention to its concerns regarding bus stop locations, pedestrian management and traffic flow.  These and other issues will occasion significant discussion.
2. EAW issues related to construction projects.  In the autumn of 2008 or winter of 2009, St. Thomas hopes to submit a plan to the city to raze and rebuild its athletic and recreation complex located immediately west of O’Shaughnessy Stadium.  Though an Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) is not required for this project, the city initially recommended a discretionary EAW.  Because an EAW is absolutely required as a part of the application process for construction of the student center (the application expected in 2009), WSNAC members have suggested that the city conduct one exhaustive EAW, which evaluates the potential effects of both projects in the same study, even though construction will have begun on the athletic project.  The city attorney’s office seems amenable to accepting the WSNAC suggestion and has drafted an agreement satisfactory to all.  It is included in appendix of this report.
3. Finn Street reconstruction.  The city is committed to curb and gutter project work on Finn between Summit and St. Clair in 2009 and is willing to work with WSNAC, the university and the neighborhood to pursue traffic and parking design changes to Finn between Summit and Grand.  The Campus Development subcommittee has already taken up the issue and the Traffic, Parking, Safety and Student Relations subcommittee is also interested in providing feedback.
4. Monitor housing buyback program.  As St. Thomas continues to purchase rental properties and convert them to owner-occupied dwellings, the Housing subcommittee will carefully review the transactions and make recommendations for specific housing purchases.

5. University commitment to build more student housing on campus.  There is growing sentiment that the university ought to escalate its plans to construct additional on-campus housing to reduce pressure on the neighborhood.  St. Thomas has said it is interested in constructing additional housing on the South Campus and on the “West Block” bounded by Summit, Finn, Grand and Cretin avenues but first must complete the parking ramp, student center and athletic-recreation projects as well as the renovation of Murray-Herrick Campus Center.  The issue will likely receive attention at committee meetings.
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6. Continued effort to address student behavior in the neighborhood.  Though the university engages and educates its students in a variety of ways with regard to off campus behavior issues, there is continued sentiment to address what appear to be neighbors’ escalating concerns, especially regarding noise and rental houses where alcoholic beverages are served to underage students.  The committee and its subcommittees will be challenged to deal sensitively and creatively with the topic of student behavior in the neighborhood.

WSNAC BUDGET
In accordance with the 2004 CUP, St. Thomas is required to contribute $10,000 annually to a fund that WSNAC can use as it sees fit to assist with community-related projects. 

WSNAC has appropriated $15,000 toward the pedestrian management plan in conjunction with the McNeely Hall construction project.  The WSNAC balance as of October 1, 2008, including the $10,000 2008-09 university contribution, is $31,901.96.
APPENDICES

1. CUP agreement

2.  WSNAC bylaws

3. Housing buyback purchase area diagram

4. User Guide to Neighborhood Relations
5. Environmental Assessment Worksheet agreement
